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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.

Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.

On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School. Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium.

The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life
before, during and after the Holocaust. Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in
the years to come. In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.

The twelvestudent adoptersare DaveAngebranndt,
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett,
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones,
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.

The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 

continued on page A2
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Parkway Elementa-
ry School teacher Mrs. 
Leigh Cline has been 
honored as the Mercer 
County Educator of 
the Year for the 2022-
2023 school year!

Cline, a second grade 
teacher at Parkway, was 
awarded this presti-
gious honor by the New 
Jersey Department of 

Education after a highly competitive, rigorous pro-
cess involving all the educators who were selected as 
Educators of the Year from their schools throughout 
all Mercer County school districts.

Starting her 19th year of teaching at the Parkway 
School, Educator of the Year, Leigh Cline is the 
consummate “mover and shaker”. She is a teacher 
who is consistently ready and willing to learn new 
things, always a team player and never without a 
kind word for a student.

Mrs. Cline received her Bachelor’s degree in Ear-
ly Childhood Education and Psychology from The 
College of New Jersey and a Master’s degree in Ele-
mentary Education from The College of New Jersey.

Always a force for change and compassion, Mrs. 
Cline has been the torch-bearer for many positive de-
velopments at Parkway School. She originated Jr. Paws 
and the Jr. Paws Council, co-wrote a grant to benefit 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, which garnered Parkway 
School a Promising Practice award from Character.
org, and was instrumental in bringing “mindfulness” 
to Parkway School with a PLC book study.

In the classroom, Mrs. Cline will champion a stu-
dent’s efforts while giving them constructive feed-
back so that she encourages growth in their self-

esteem, accountability and critical thinking skills 
simultaneously. 

“With Leigh’s ‘go and get it done attitude’ and 
her ability to make students feel comfortable and 
valued in her classroom, it is no surprise that one 
who began at Parkway School as a student-teacher 
became Parkway’s Educator of the Year and now is 
the Mercer County Educator of the Year,” Principal 
Michelle Conway stated.

“I have wanted to be a teacher since I was four 
years old. From my visits to my dad's middle school 
art classroom as a little kid, to playing school in my 
basement, and tutoring a blind student in high school; 
teaching was always my dream," Cline shared.

“I love teaching because every day is different 
but every day can make a difference," she added. 
"I love the chance to teach multiple subjects each 
day and integrate social emotional learning into so 
much of what we do. My favorite thing to do with 
my students is to make connections with them and 
learn about them as individuals so I can cheer them 
on and help them to grow.” 

“In addition to teaching, I also participate in 
many committees at Parkway as well as help with 
clubs and special events," Cline shared. "I am the 
secretary for the Ewing Township Education Asso-
ciation, and I volunteer with Mount Laurel Baseball 
Association, the Parkway PTO (in Mount Laurel), 
and the New Jersey Alliance for Social Emotional 
and Character Development.”

"We are very proud of Mrs. Cline's impressive ac-
complishment and the Ewing Schools Community 
joins together in celebrating this achievement," Su-
perintendent Michael Nitti stated. "It is an honor for 
the Ewing Schools to have the Mercer County Edu-
cator of the Year on our team, and it is a testament to 
Mrs. Cline's abilities and dedication to her students."

Parkway Teacher Leigh Cline Named as Mercer County Educator of the Year!

Welcome Back to School!
EWING BASKETBALL CLAIMS 

SUMMER LEAGUE TITLE

The Moody Park Summer Basketball League is 
known around the state for having one of the most 
competitive and challenging brand of summer hoops.

Teams from around the area travel to the Ewing park 
to hone their skills for the upcoming indoor season. 

This summer, Ewing Boys Basketball completed 
a tremendous undefeated season at Moody Park 
Summer League Basketball with the championship 
win over a tough Pennington School team in the 
title game. 

After a tight first half, Ewing’s defense, a trade-
mark under EHS coach Shelly Dearden, led the way 
to capture the championship. A balanced offensive 
attack from Ewing helped propel them to the win. 

"This seems to be the start of something special 
for this group," EHS Athletic Director Kyle Kamin-
skas stated. "They play very hard and are a selfless 
group. We are excited about the upcoming season 
for both boys and girls hoops!"

Ewing Summer Team Roster/Coaches: Nas-
ear Adams, Darnelle Forrest, Grady Griffin, Naire 
Preston-Woodall, Kenneth Rankin, Jeffrey Ayin-
denaba, Dahmyr Edwards Chew, Dariyon Doggett, 
Jalen Green, Nijay Manning, Joel Cineus, Cameron 
James, Darly (DJ) Haynes- Injured, Shelly Dearden 
(Coach), Paul Jones (Coach)
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Ewing High School Senior 
Jade Smith College Keynote 
Student Speaker

This summer, ten Ewing High 
School students completed The Early 
College Experience at The College 

of New Jersey (TCNJ)! This experience included a 
readiness-building writing course and an array of so-
cial and emotional and academic learning activities, 
culminating in original action research completed by 
each EHS student. Research inquiries included explo-
ration into sociocultural identity, issues of racism, the 
dynamics of the immigration experience and much 
more. EHS teacher, Mrs. Kelly Hammer, and school 
counselor Mrs. Leena Fadel were instrumental in the 
recruitment and implementation of this program, a 
partnership between the Carver Foundation, the Ew-
ing Public Schools, and The College of New Jersey. 

The summer experience culminated with rising 
EHS senior, Jade Smith, delivering an eloquent and 
inspirational speech as TCNJ’s early college key-
note student speaker. Jade shared how meaningful 
the summer experience was, as friendships were 
developed and strengthened within the EHS OMIC 
cohort, and across the other schools’ student partici-
pants from Trenton Central High School, Willing-
boro High School and Foundation Academy. More-
over, from this experience, students have earned 
tuition-free credits on their college transcript for the 
course they took this summer!

Ashburn, VA – 2022 –  
The Association of School 
Business Officials In-
ternational (ASBO) an-

nounced that the Ewing Township Public Schools has 
been awarded the Certificate of Excellence in Finan-
cial Reporting (COE). ASBO International’s COE 
recognizes districts that have met the program’s high 
standards for financial reporting and transparency. 
The school district earned the Certificate of Excel-
lence for its Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR) for the fiscal year ended 2021. 

“The COE’s mission is to promote and recognize 
excellence in financial reporting,” ASBO International 
Executive Director David Lewis says. “The Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report informs stakeholders 
about the financial and economic state of the district, 
making it an important communications tool for build-

Ewing BOE Accepts Superintendent Ewing BOE Accepts Superintendent 
Nitti's Resignation; Successor Nitti's Resignation; Successor 

Superintendent Search to CommenceSuperintendent Search to Commence
The Board of Education accept-

ed the resignation due to retirement 
of Superintendent Michael Nitti, 
effective November 21st, 2022.

Nitti has been the Superintendent 
of the Ewing Schools since 2009, 

and has been with the school district since 2004. He 
was approved by the Bristol Township School District 
in Pennsylvania as its next superintendent on July 
21st. Nitti will remain with the district until Novem-
ber 21st and assist with the transition and the planning 
for an effective opening of the 2022-23 school year. 

“The Board and Ewing Schools Community are 
greatly appreciative of Mr. Nitti’s many years of 
dedicated service,” Board President Anthony Messi-
na stated. “Mr. Nitti leaves us as the longest tenured 
superintendent in Ewing Schools history since our 
initial superintendent, and as we like to say around 
here, ‘Once a Blue Devil-Always a Blue Devil’.”

The Board of Education is moving quickly and 
decisively with an approach to have a new superin-
tendent in place on or around Superintendent Nitti's 
date of departure. During the meeting, the Board 
approved the hiring of veteran educator and expe-
rienced superintendent search consultant Thomas 
Gialanella to assist, advise, and counsel the Board 
during this process. Gialanella has led many suc-
cessful superintendent searches throughout the state. 

"Hiring a superintendent may be the most impor-
tant responsibility of a Board of Education," Mr. 
Messina stated. "We are excited to work with Mr. 
Gialanella and move aggressively to bring on an 
outstanding successor to Mr. Nitti."

The Board of Education released a Superinten-
dent posting/advertisement that was widely dissemi-
nated. The district also put together a superintendent 
search survey to give the opportunity for the school 
community to share thoughts and ideas regarding 
the search. Mr. Gialanella will also visit Ewing to 
meet with stakeholders and host a community forum 
regarding the process and desired characteristics of 
the next school district leader. A "Superintendent 
Search Update" page has be created on the district 
website, and community members are encouraged 
to refer to it for updated information.

EHS Students Complete The Early College Experience at TCNJ
As exciting as the summer was, the program does 

not stop there! This year, these students are slated for 
an additional college course, co-taught by our faculty 
members, Mrs. Amy Stevens and Dr. Joanna Papdo-
poulous, and TCNJ faculty members specializing in 
the areas of Engineering Design and Digital Media, 
respectively. Notably, these courses are also tuition-
free, college-level courses that will count as general 
education courses, whether these students attend 
TCNJ or another college. Our Ewing High School 
summer participants are: Zy’Yonnah Dully, Quincy 
Grant, Jayla Green, Shontice Hendryx, Reego John-
Annaselvan, Kennedy Jones, Wael Majdoul, Aryan-
na Morales, Jade Smith, and Sanaa Wesley.

ing trust and engaging with the school community.”
By participating in the COE program, school dis-

tricts demonstrate their commitment to financial 
transparency. Applicants submit their ACFR for re-
view by a team of financial professionals who pro-
vide feedback to improve future documents. If the 
report meets the requirements of the program, it may 
receive the Certificate of Excellence. A district’s 
participation in the COE program can facilitate bond 
rating and continuing bond disclosure processes.

“This recognition is confirmation of the outstand-
ing work done by School Business Administrator 
Dennis Nettleton and his dedicated staff,” Superin-
tendent Michael Nitti stated. “They work very hard 
in support of our students and programs, and Mr. 
Nettleton’s priority is always transparency, accessi-
bility and effective communication. We are greatly 
appreciative of their efforts.”

Ewing Schools Awarded for Outstanding Financial Reporting

Save the Date!Save the Date!
Superintendent Search Community Meeting

September 13, 2022 @ 6:30PM
Fisher Middle School Auditorium
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Senior Spotlight: Meet Hazel Penner
Do you have any ‘words of 
wisdom’ to share with your 
classmates as we begin the 
2022-2023 school year? My 
advice would be to cherish 
every moment. High school 
has gone especially fast for 
me since I missed out on a lot 
of things while being virtual. I 

never expected that I would have so little time in a 
normal high school setting.

What is your advice to freshmen just starting their 
high school career? My younger sister, Sadie, will be 
a freshman this year and I have heard all types of pan-
ic from her and her friends. My advice to her, along 
with the rest of the freshmen is to not stress about 
starting out in high school. There is a lot of unneces-
sary build-up about high school, but you are not going 
to get lost in the halls or anything like that. Truly, just 
trust yourself and focus on what is important to you. 

What activities do you participate in school? I am 
the Captain of the Girls Varsity Soccer and Lacrosse 
teams at school, and the Basketball Manager for the 
Girls Basketball Team. I am a part of many clubs 
including Student Council, Key Club, and the Yarn-
works Club! I am also a member of the Honors Choir 
program and the International Thespian society, in-
volved in the musical’s tech crew as a co-costume 
master. I am also the President of the National Honor 
Society at our school. Lastly, I am a Peer Leader and 
super excited to work with the freshmen this year!

What accomplishments are you most proud of? I 
am most proud of being selected to be a Peer Leader 
and Captain of the soccer team. One thing I value 

most about myself is the ability to make others feel 
comfortable. By having the position as a peer leader 
and captain, I feel that I can better reach more peo-
ple, especially freshmen, who might need guidance 
or just someone supporting them along the way. 
What is your favorite memory of high school to 
date? My favorite memory of high school was my 
first chorale performance this past winter. This con-
cert was the first time we performed in nearly two 
years and I sang my first solo. 
Who is your favorite teacher or coach and why? 
My favorite coach is Ms. Pederson. She has always 
believed in me, while pushing me to my best. She is 
here for me in every aspect of my life, along with all 
the other girls on the soccer team. I am so grateful 
to have a coach who works so hard and sacrifices 
so much for us. We are her family and she is ours. 
Who or what has impacted your life in a posi-
tive way? The decision to switch into choir and 
meeting one of my favorite teachers, Mr. Minter 
impacted my high school life very positively. When 
I first joined choir a couple days into my freshman 
year, I was terrified of singing by myself and was 
feeling really alone at school. Upon walking into 
the choir room, I instantly felt supported and loved. 
Mr. Minter taught me how to believe in myself, for 
which I will forever be grateful. 
What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? After I graduate from Ewing 
High School, I intend to go to a four-year college 
and study psychology. I am planning to attend grad-
uate school and become a therapist.
What is your favorite quote or book? My favorite 
book is “Cat’s Cradle” by Kurt Vonnegut. 

Ewing High School Peer Leaders traveled to the 
Poconos this summer for their annual retreat. Peer 
Leaders kicked off the 2022-2023 school year by 
helping with the EHS Freshman and New Student 
Orientation on August 31st held at the high school.

Select members of the Fisher Middle School 
Chorus performed the National Anthem at Trenton 
Thunder Stadium on August 4th accompanied by 
their FMS music teacher Ms. Jennifer Dinan.

Ewing Public Schools students thrived during the 
Ewing Summer Learning Program. Below are pho-
tographs of various STEM projects student were 
excited to complete.

Free and Reduced Price Meals
Students who attended Ewing Township Public 

Schools in 2021-2022, who were eligible for Free 
or Reduced Price Meals in June 2022 via a meal 
app or Snap approved, will continue receiving 
those benefits for the first 30 school days of school 
through October 20, 2022, or until a new applica-
tion is determined. Please note that kindergarteners 
or other new students will NOT automatically be 
extended the free or reduced price benefits for their 
household. Parents/guardians should plan to com-
plete a new application or contact the Food Services 
Office before the opening of school. 

Please visit the Food Services Office website at 
www.ewing.nj.k12.us for the link to the application 
and additional information. If you have any ques-
tions, please call the Food Services Office at (609) 
538-9800 X7106.

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHTS
O’Brien Academy: Sep. 14th • 5:30pm

Fisher Middle School: Sep. 14th • 6:30pm
Ewing High School: Sep. 15th • 6:30pm
(Freshman & Sophomore Parent Meeting  

with Guidance: 5:00pm)

Antheil Elementary School: Sep 20th • 6:30pm
Parkway Elementary School: Sep 21st • 6:30pm

Lore Elementary School Sep 22nd • 6:30pm
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September 2022 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Sep 1 Staff Development Day
Sep 2 Building Meetings – Elementary Schools Kindergarten &  
  New Student Orientation
Sep 5 SCHOOL CLOSED – Labor Day
Sep 6 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! Welcome Back!
Sep 13 Superintendent Search Community Meeting @ 6:30pm -  
  Fisher Middle School
Sep 14 O’Brien Academy - Back to School Night @ 5:30pm
 FMS - Back to School Night @ 6:30pm
Sep 15 EHS - Fresh/Soph Counseling Department Parent Night @ 5pm
 EHS - Back to School Night @ 6:30pm
Sep 16 EHS - Start Strong Testing ELA (Grades 9 & 10) &  
  Science (Grades 9 & 12)
Sep 19-23 Antheil - PTO Fall Book Fair
Sep 19-22 EHS - Start Strong Testing ELA (Grades 9 & 10) &  
  Science (Grades 9 & 12)
Sep 19 BOE Meeting @ 7pm (Public Session @ 8pm) - EHS Auditorium
Sep 20 Antheil - Back to School Night @ 6:30pm
Sep 20-23 FMS - Start Strong Testing ELA & Math (Grades 6-8),  
  Science (Grade 6)
Sep 21 Parkway - Back to School Night @ 6:30pm
Sep 22 Lore - Back to School Night @ 6:30pm
Sep 23 Antheil - PTO Welcome Back Carnival @ 6pm-8pm
Sep 24 Ewing Township & TCNJ Ewing Community Fest @ TCNJ  
  10am-4pm
 Antheil - PTO Captain Pauls’ Fire House Dogs Fundraiser  
  12pm-4pm
 EHS - Homecoming @ 2pm
 EHS - Homecoming Dance @ 7pm
Sep 26 SCHOOL CLOSED - Rosh Hashanah
Sep 27-30 Antheil, Lore and Parkway Start Strong Testing ELA & Math   
  (Grades 4 & 5)
Sep 30 FMS - Picture Day

 Parkway - PTA Family Picnic @ 6pm

REGISTRATION
Did you move? Do you have a change of address and need to update  
your address with the Ewing Public Schools? If so, please contact the 
Central Registration office at 609-538-9800 extension 7181 or bring 
proof of your change of address to the Central Registration Office 

located at 220 Ewingville Road, Ewing, New Jersey, Monday-Friday 
from 8:00AM to 4:00PM. No appointment is necessary. Thank you.

2022 Ewing Township Board of Education
 Mr. Anthony F. Messina,  Mrs. Deborah A. Delutis,  
 President  Vice President
 Mr. Daniel L. Angebranndt Mrs. Jennifer L. Miller
 Dr. Channing C. Conway Mr. Michael S. Miller
 Mrs. Nicole NW Harris Mrs. Stephanie F. Staub

 Ms. Lisa A. McConnell

2022 EHS EPEF Scholarship Awardees
Jordan Everett – The Wayne 
Staub Presidential Scholarship 
Funded By Church & Dwight - 
$1,000

Nicholas Canavera – EPEF 
Leadership Scholarship Funded 
By Church & Dwight - $1,000

Za'Niya Mims – EPEF Aca-
demic Excellence Scholarship 
- $1,000

Kyle Delutis – Church & 
Dwight Community Service 
Leadership Scholarship - $1,000

Bella Latini – Church & 
Dwight Academic Excellence 
Scholarship -$1,000

Jakiyah Hagins – Church & 
Dwight Academic Excellence 
Scholarship - $1,000

Kenric Davis – The Vincent J. 
Sciarotta Athletic Leadership 
Scholarship - $1,000

Cassidy Clugston-Brecko – 
Church & Dwight Community 
Service Leadership Scholarship 
- $1,000

These scholarships or grants could not be possible without the con-
tinued generosity and support through personal donations from indi-
viduals like you as well as corporate donors. Please visit us at www.
epef.org for information on how to make a donation so we can continue 
our mission in supporting our students in the Ewing Public Schools.

Thank you, EPEF Trustees

AHERA MANAGEMENT PLAN  
ANNUAL NOTIFICATION

The Ewing Township Board of Education hereby notifies all 
parents, students, employees and staff that the activities required by the 
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) 40 CFR Part 
763.93 have been fulfilled. These requirements include the Three Year 
Re-inspection and assessments of the asbestos containing materials 
located within the facilities comprising of the School District. A copy of 
the updated AHERA Management Plan document is currently available 
for review at the Main Office of each school and other facilities within 
the Ewing Township Board of Education. Please direct any further 
questions to Ms. Kristen Masotes at 609-392-4200.

Future projects may include: Classrooms each at AES, EHS, and 
FMS for tile removal.


