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Adopt-a-Survivor Program
Begins at Ewing High School
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Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

Ewing Schools Moves to
Virtual Learning Program!

Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation
to preserve their testimony about their wartime
experiences for future generations.
Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in
number. Many have made it their mission to educate
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has
become urgent to find a new generation to continue
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the
survivors can no longer do so.
On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS)
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing
High School. Six Holocaust survivors were adopted
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Poland and Belgium.
The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or
more students. The students embark on a joint journey
with the survivor through discussions about life
before, during and after the Holocaust. Participating
students will be able to represent the survivor and
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in
the years to come. In addition, each student makes
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the
liberation of Auschwitz.
The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt,
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett,
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones,
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and
Melysa Wilson.
continued on page A2

On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several
Mercer County high school and college students,
and politicians to hear a presentation given by
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena.
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his
term he instituted various policies including his
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy
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As the nation navigates the COVID-19 public health crisis, the Ewing Schools
switched to a Virtual Learning Program.
“We miss our students tremendously,” Superintendent Mike Nitti stated, “Seeing
our schools empty is terribly sad, and not seeing our fields and auditoriums filled
with our student-athletes and performers really hurts, but nothing is more important
than the safety of our students, and everybody is doing their part.”
With schools closed by state leaders, the teaching staff of Ewing is connecting virtually
with their students, as instruction and learning continues online as social and physical
distancing is emphasized.
“We are greatly appreciative of the efforts of our teaching staff members and the
support of the school community during this never before seen occurrence,” Assistant
Superintendent Danita Ishibashi remarked. “Everyone really came together to make
the best of a challenging situation. We were certainly in unchartered waters, but I am
so proud that everyone came together and worked hard on behalf of the students.”
Enjoy this collage of our teachers connecting online with their students!
The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches,
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on
previously censored books.
The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to
make the Soviet economic system more efficient.
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from
the government to the business owners. This policy
continued on page A2

GoodNews will resume
with the September
issue of the Observer

Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs
will be offered by the
Ewing Public Schools
during the Summer of 2005.

Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools

The Ewing Public Schools
Caring About Our Community!
Throughout the 19-20 school year, the Ewing
Schools district theme has focused on caring
about the community.
We have read and heard great stories about all
the wonderful charitable and altruistic acts carried out by students, staff, schools and programs
from around the district.
But as demonstrated by the COVID-19 crisis,
challenging times often pulls people together
and brings out the best in many of us, and this
adage was certainly proven by many members
of the Ewing Schools support staff.
The school district’s technology team worked
countless hours, prepping equipment, readying
networks and servers, reaching out to families
and assisting students. They are also using the
district’s state-of-the-art technology to assist
emergency responders and healthcare providers.

The food service department stepped up as
schools were closed and worked hard to provide
food and assistance to needy families.
The facilities and maintenance team that was
already working hard to keep the schools as
clean and hygienically sound as the coronavirus
first emerged now had to assist staff and prepare
for the closing of schools.
The district security team, with many years
of crisis management experience, helped design
logistical approaches to distribution and other
protocols.
“This crisis really showed the importance of
all the members of our district team,” Superintendent Mike Nitti stated. “We are very grateful to have hard-working, highly skilled support
staff members who truly care about our students
and the community.”

Lore Students Celebrate Virtual Spirit Week
Even though students and staff could not be
together physically, that did not stop Lore Lions
from showing their PRIDE during their Virtual
Spirit Week. From March 30th through April 3rd,
students showed their pride by participating in
Pajama Day Monday, Storytime Tuesday, Working Wednesday, Lore Pride Thursday and Family
Friday. Students submitted photos of themselves
working in their virtual classrooms and enjoyed
engaging in conversations with classmates and
staff members through Google Classroom and
Google Meet. Lore’s Guidance Counselor, Nikima Stewart said it best, “Even though we cannot
physically be together, we are still one united
school body!"

The Hartigans
are Helping!
It all started with a Facebook post on the town
page where Mrs. Nina Hartigan, Antheil School
Math Teacher and 2020 Educator of the Year and
her family live, asking for help from an employee at Ace Designs the week of March 23rd. Ace
Designs company owner and CEO, Joe Hurwitz,
decided to use their company resources to make
face shields to donate to local hospitals. Mr. Hurwitz’s post was reaching out to the community
for contacts with plastic distributors or fundraising ideas. Mrs. Hartigan’s husband Joe saw the
post and from his initial contact ‘got the ball rolling’ and the project quickly gained momentum!

Joe Hartigan reached out to local plastic distributors using his many contacts and was able
to help secure enough plastic to make about
18,000 face shields to be distributed to hospitals in Bucks and Mercer counties as well as in
Philadelphia. The first week of the production
process found the need for additional materials
to create more face shields. Bright and early on
Saturday morning, March 28th Nina and Joe took
to Facebook and posted the request for donations
that could be ordered directly from Amazon. The
response was amazing, within four hours the
Hartigans reached their goal of enough foam and
Velcro straps to make the additional shields! Orders were placed by friends, family, and acquaintances near and far-many from our own Ewing
Township teachers, staff, and retirees!
The assembly process of the face shields
started and it was incredible to see what the human spirit and some ingenuity can do! Families
helped by dropping off the donations, sanding
visors to complete the face shield assembly, to
donating to a GoFundMe for the business owner
who started the whole process using his own
funds. Coming from a Math teacher, this is the
engineering design process at its finest!

Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools

The Ewing Public Schools
Senior Spotlight: Meet Angelo Gonzalez
National College Decision Day is traditionally May 1st and is
the deadline for high
school seniors to choose
which college or university they will attend
in September. Have you
decided what college or
university you will attend in the fall? Yes, I have decided to attend
Princeton University.
I always knew that I would attend at least some
sort of higher education learning environment.
My parents were the first to push me to attend
Princeton University since I am the first generation in my family to attend college. My parents
always wanted what was best for me and as I
grew up more and more family and friends supported me along the way.
What other colleges and universities did you
receive acceptances from? I received acceptances from all three Rutgers University schools,
The College of New Jersey, Bucknell, Tufts, Lafayette, Johns Hopkins, and Middlebury.
What is your major? I am going to focus on
engineering so I am pursuing a Computer Engineering or Electrical Engineering degree.

The Coronavirus pandemic has put a ‘twist’
in the academic high school learning experience this year, what do you miss most about
not being able to ‘physically’ attend school?
I miss being able to interact with my friends and
teachers. Staying at home is comfortable at first,
but after being stuck in my house all day, I realize that school is a really big part of my life.
What do you want people to know about Ewing
High School that they might not know? I feel as
though this applies to any school but when I moved
to Ewing, I was scared about making new friends.
It was a different environment but one thing that I
have learned is that there will always be a group of
people, whether it be friends, teachers or staff, that
will always have your back and support you.
What advice would you give FMS 8th graders who
will be entering EHS as freshman in September
2020 to be successful in high school? The best advice I can give is to find the group of people who
you know will support you through high school. Of
course you’ve got to have the will to push yourself
to achieve what you define as success, but knowing
people will support you along the way will put an
ease to your mind. Also, remember to give that support back to the people you care about.
In which activities do you participate in
school? EHS Robotics Team, I am part of the
manufacturing team.

Kindergarteners Enthusiastically
Jump into Virtual Learning
Lore Kindergarten students in Mrs. Savoy’s
class enthusiastically jumped into their virtual
learning activities and lessons. Students explored
science through simple hands-on experiments,
became engineers when presented with STEM
challenges, crafted wonderful sight word sentences, learned how to create words, responded
imaginatively to reading assignments, and fabricated interesting designs with shapes.
Students have access to multiple resources
from their teachers, school counselor, Dean of
Students, and Principal Kawalek to meet all
their academic and emotional needs. The virtual
learning process has been an extremely beneficial springboard to continue consistency of education for our children in the current situation.

What activities do you participate outside of
school? I participate in Princeton University Preparatory Program (PUPP). PUPP is a rigorous six
week summer institute that prepares economically challenged, first generation, high achieving
students in the college application process.
Who or what has impacted your life in a positive way? My family and friends have been one
of the greatest forces to impact my life. They are
part of my success and without them, I would
have had an extremely hard time achieving what
I have achieved to this day.
How do you define success? Success is what you
make it to be. It is a goal that can be beyond your
grasp but you know that you have the potential to
make it become true. Whether it is big or small,
success is the driving force that makes you satisfied with your actions and decisions in life.
What is your favorite quote or book? After having to write a term paper for the novel, I learned
to enjoy the book for what it is worth, Brighton
Rock by Graham Greene, is my favorite book.
Now the important question, during this time
of social distancing what is your favorite video game? One Piece Pirate Warriors 4, having
this game lets me remember and relive those
short moments of different emotions I had while
watching the show.

Parkway Daily Announcements
in a Virtual Classroom
When asked what does she
miss most during this time
of social distancing and virtual education Mrs. Harris answered, “I miss being a part of
the daily Parkway School community and starting the day
with daily announcements.”
Since Mrs. Harris does not know when the Parkway School community will be back in the building she has started posting videos in each Google
Classroom with a daily Mindful Moment. Students and teachers have left comments on the
Google Classroom streams letting Mrs. Harris
know that the Mindful Moments have helped
them to feel peaceful and calm while learning
at home. Mrs. Harris plans to add some props
and dances into the announcements to get more
students to log in daily and work on strategies
that help them to control their levels of focus and
attention and their emotions. During these daily
videos Mrs. Harris is also reminding the students
about the monthly character strength.

Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools

The Ewing Public Schools
FMS ODYSSEY TEAM COMPETING
AT WORLD FINALS VIRTUALLY!
This year Odyssey of the
Mind World Finals is going
virtual and our Fisher Middle School Team is ready for
the challenge!
The Ewing Public Schools
Odyssey of the Mind teams
from each of our schools
prepared all year for the Coastal Plains Regional Tournament to be held
in mid-March only met with disappointment when the tournament was
cancelled due to the Coronavirus crisis. The State tournament was also
cancelled and the dashes of hope to compete were on the fringe of being
non-existent until coaches received an announcement from the Odyssey
of the Mind’s Executive Director, Sammy Micklus, stating, “Odyssey of
the Mind was, is, and always shall be about finding new ways to solve
problems. Sometimes those are Long-Term Problems that allow us to
take many months to understand a problem and generate solutions. Sometimes they’re Spontaneous problems with tight limitations and short time
frames that keep us on our toes and test how we handle ourselves in the
moment. COVID-19 has appeared as our biggest spontaneous problem
and as a solution we have decided to move 2020 World Finals from the
campus of Iowa State University to the virtual world of the internet. This
is a continuation of World Finals, not a cancellation, with a change of
venue and procedures in response to a changing world.”
FMS Odyssey of the Mind Coach Liz Butera whose team last year qualified for the World Tournament always prepares her teams to expect the
unexpected and to work together to overcome challenges. When all teams
were invited to compete in the OotM World Finals Competition virtually,
Coach Butera reached out to Dr. Hanna immediately to ask for permission
for the FMS team to participate. When Dr. Hanna’s answer was a big,
“YES,” Coach Butera contacted each team member for their thoughts and
commitment. The team excitedly accepted the challenge and made plans
to make a video of their solution while practicing social distancing.
The team is currently working remotely to record their solution and
submit their video by the deadline. World Finals will still culminate by
crowning the World Champions of Creative Problem Solving during the
Awards Ceremony on Saturday, May 30th.
We wish the FMS OotM Team luck, as they compete virtually against
other teams, from around the world.
FMS Odyssey Team Members:
Nich Benedetti, Franchesca Edouard, Evie Hawkins,
Maggie Morrison, Alex Rivera, Rebecca St Fleur, Erin Upshur

REGISTER TO VOTE!
To register in New Jersey, you must be:

• A United States citizen
• At least 17 years old, though you may not 		
vote until you have reached the age of 18
• A resident of the county for 30 days before the election
• A person not serving a sentence of incarceration as the result of
a conviction of any indictable offense under the laws of this or
another state or of the United States.
The registrant must complete a Voter Registration Application and/or
Party Affiliation Form. Mail or deliver the Voter Registration Application
and/or Party Affiliation Form to the County Commissioner of Registration
or Superintendent of Elections for your county.
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml

Important Election Dates & Deadlines in New Jersey
*Data provided by U.S. Vote Foundation
(Federal Election)
New Jersey Primary Election
NEW DATE: July 7, 2020

(Federal Election)
New Jersey General Election
November 3, 2020

Voter Registration Deadline Update!

The registration deadline to vote in the next election is
21 days prior to the election day.

EHS SENIORS/JUNIORS: REGISTER TO VOTE TODAY!

Ewing Public Education Foundation
Awards Reception Cancelled
Grants and Scholarships to be AWARDED!
For over 25 years, EPEF has tried to give back to the Ewing School
District. We celebrate the accomplishments of our Grant award winners
at a reception in May every year but due to the current state of our world,
we need to cancel the event for this year. We WILL still be awarding
grants and scholarships as this is our duty to our kids and our partners.
We could not do this without the unwavering support of our sponsors and
partners: ETS (Educational Testing Service), NJM (New Jersey Manufactures) and Credit Union of New Jersey. WE thank you for your continued support and appreciate all that you do for us and the children of
Ewing Township. Please stay safe and healthy. We are all in this together
and we will make it through together.
Become a partner with us; Give to EPEF to give back to the kids!
www.epef.org

?

For questions or information, please contact:
Fisher Middle School OotM problem selection is Net Working: Computers, satellites, and
servers work continuously to allow people from all over the world to network with each other.
These networks give us access to information including communications, messages, and videos.
In this problem, the networked devices are characters who work to keep the world connected.
During the performance, an image, a text message, an email and other information will be transmitted between locations in a team-made system. Pop-up advertisements appear and a malware
character will infect the network and take it offline. An anti-virus hero comes to the rescue and
team-made instruments will be used to present an original song that explains their jobs.
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