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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.

Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.

On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School. Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium.

The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life
before, during and after the Holocaust. Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in
the years to come. In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.

The twelvestudent adoptersare DaveAngebranndt,
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett,
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones,
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.

The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 
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EHS Girls Varsity Basketball Team
FMS Boys Basketball Team • FMS Girls Basketball Team

Ewing Drama Qualifies for 
Nationals in Indiana and  
Has a Showcase Winner! 

Congratulations to Ewing Drama’s Interna-
tional Thespian Society Troupe, Troupe 4883, for 
qualifying for Nationals in Indiana and for win-
ning multiple awards at the NJ Thespian Festival 
at Robbinsville High School! Students competed in 
categories, including: musical theatre solo, musical 
theatre duet, musical theatre small group, contrast-
ing monologues, technical theatre stage manage-
ment and technical theatre knot tying and rigging. 
The following accolades were awarded: 
Troupe Awards & Special Recognition: 
• Jayden White was the showcase winner for musical 

theatre solo performance for “Last Midnight” from 
Into the Woods

• Troupe 4883 received an Honor Troupe Silver 
Award

• Jayden White was the recipient for Best Oral 
Presentation for his honor troupe presentation

• Jacob Schwartz was the recipient of the Best 
Thespian Award for embodying what it means to 
be an International Thespian

Superior Awards:
• For Stage Management - Maureen Lepold
• For Musical Theatre Solo - Jayden White “Last 

Midnight” from Into the Woods
• For Musical Theatre Solo - Jordan Griffin “Easy as 

Life” from Aida
• For Musical Theatre Duet - Jayden White & 

Maddie Marsola “The Song that Goes Like This” 
from Spamalot

• For Musical Theatre Dance - Andrew Weir from 
“Dance of the Robes,” from Aida

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOI JOHNSON!
Stellar EHS Girls Basketball Player

1,000 Points • February 5, 2023
Coaches Choice Showcase

EHS Football Student-
Athlete Standout Commits 

to Gannon University
Congratulations to 

Ewing High School 
senior, Nevin Davila, 
who signed his Na-
tional Letter of Intent 
(NLI) on February 1st 
to play football for 
the Golden Knights 
at Gannon University. 
The Golden Knights 
finished the season 
with a record of eight 
wins and only three 

losses. Nevin is planning to make his mark next 
season to bolster the team’s winning streak! 

Gannon University is a private Catholic univer-
sity located in beautiful Erie, Pennsylvania. It also 
has a campus located in Ruskin, Florida. “Gannon 
is a community founded on honor, courage and 
achievement. These values carry into every aspect 
of life at Gannon: in athletics and academics, in our 
global travels, and in the communities we serve.” 

Nevin will join former team mate and alum, Obie-
funa Ezeigbo, Ewing High School Class of 2019, 
on the field in the McConnell Family Stadium, at 
Gannon University this fall. They both might also 
be looking forward to meeting up on the gridiron 
against current Seton Hill University player, Jarel 
McEwen, EHS Class of 2021, who plays for the 
Griffins. The Golden Knights had the pleasure of 
securing a 21-10 win at Gannon University Home-
coming 2022 game against the Griffins and are sure 
to be looking forward to the next meet-up.

Nevin, congratulations and good luck! 

EHS Orchestra Partakes in 
2023 NJMEA High School 

Orchestra Festival

Ewing High School orchestra students had the 
wonderful opportunity to attend and perform at the 
2023 NJMEA High School Orchestra Festival in 
Tenafly, New Jersey. Students received feedback 
and worked with clinician Adam Glaser who is cur-
rently the Music Director of the professional-caliber 
Juilliard Pre-College Orchestras, and Director of Or-
chestras and Associate Professor of Music at Hofstra 
University. Mr. Glaser also serves as a cover conduc-
tor for the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and was 
Principal Conductor of the NYU Orchestras.
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It is Superintendent of Schools, Dr. David Gen-
tile’s privilege to highlight and honor the district’s 
hardworking teachers and educational services 
professionals for their dedication to their students 
and the profession.

Mr. Jason Ballek: Ewing High School

Mr. Jason Ballek has been teach-
ing Social Students at Ewing High 
School since 2004 and began his 
successful career with the Ewing 
Public Schools in 2003 as a sub-
stitute teacher. Mr. Ballek gradu-

ated from Lafayette College in Pennsylvania with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and Sociol-
ogy in 2000. After working for the Department of 
the Navy for three years, he went back to school 
at Rider University to get his secondary education 
teaching certification, which he completed in 2003. 
More recently, in 2018, he obtained his Master of 
Arts in Teaching degree from Rider University.

Becoming a teacher had never been on his radar; 
he fell into teaching because he disliked his first job 
out of college and was looking for something differ-
ent. Mr. Ballek commented, “I’ve grown and learned 
a lot in my years of teaching at Ewing High, and I’ve 
made plenty of connections that will last a lifetime. 
Becoming a teacher made me realize how much I 
love the process of learning, and I am grateful I get 
to share that process with my students. I really enjoy 
the classes I teach and I love the Ewing community; 
I couldn’t imagine working anywhere else.”

Mr. Ballek’s students voiced, “Mr. Ballek really 
cares about his students, and he makes learning fun, 
engaging and meaningful.” 

Ms. Joan "Jamie" Spampinato:  
Fisher Middle School

Ms. Joan Spampinato, affec-
tionately called “Jamie”, is an out-
standing Special Education Math 
Teacher who joined her contem-
poraries at Fisher Middle School 
in 2016. Ms. Spampinato received 

her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education-In-
tegrated Science and her Master’s degree in Special 
Education from Rider University.

Principal of Fisher Middle School, Dr. Maggy 
Hanna had this to share, “Jamie Spampinato is an 
outstanding educator, coach and student mentor. She 
works tirelessly in her position as a Special Education 
Math teacher to bring out the best in her students, en-

suring that her lessons are interactive and fun for all 
students. She builds movement into her activities to 
allow students to be mentally stimulated when they 
are learning. Finally, she is known to create an atmo-
sphere of positivity where all students believe that 
they can achieve the goals that she sets forth.” 

Mrs. Brigid O’Grady: Antheil Elementary

Mrs. Brigid O’Grady graduated 
from Mount St. Mary’s University 
with a duel Bachelor of Arts in El-
ementary Education and Special 
Education in 2014. In 2018, she 
received her Master’s in Literacy 

from Columbia University’s Teachers College. 
She joined the Antheil School family in September 
2018 with four years of experience under her belt 
from other states. Mrs. O’Grady inspires students 
daily with her cheery outlook, personal connections 
and how she cares about them.

Mrs. O’Grady always goes above and beyond to 
be the best teacher and person she can be for our 
students at Antheil Elementary School. She is a 
second grade inclusion teacher who gets pulled in 
a ton of different directions, always doing the best 
she can. Mrs. O’Grady always has a huge smile on 
her face as she balances sweet and loving with set-
ting high expectations for her students.

“Mrs. O’Grady is a true asset to the Antheil Com-
munity,” stated Principal Kip Harrison. “Her driv-
ing motivation has always been the best interests 
of her students and she continually goes above and 
beyond when it comes to them and their learning 
styles. It is clear that she has a passion for students 
and seeing all of them be successful learners.”

Miss Stephanie Mamo: Lore Elementary

Miss Stephanie Mamo started 
her professional career as a Para-
professional in September 2016 at 
Antheil Elementary School. She 
became a Pre-K Special Education 
Replacement Teacher in Novem-

ber 2016 and a full time Pre-K Special Education 
Teacher in Lore Elementary School in 2017. Miss 
Mamo is currently a Special Education MD K/1 
Teacher at Lore Elementary School. 

Miss Mamo grew up a ‘stone’s throw away’ in 
Hopewell Township and graduated from Hopewell 
Valley Central High School in 2012. She then head-
ed to Monmouth University in New Jersey for her 
bachelor's degree in Early Childhood Education 

and Special Education and graduated in 2016. 
Miss Mamo is a dedicated, passionate, compas-

sionate educator who has worked with children 
from pre-kindergarten through first grade. Miss 
Mamo’s balance of kindness, thoughtfulness, and 
academic support for her students is unparalleled. 
She works to differentiate instruction for every 
child in her class, supporting their behavioral, emo-
tional, and academic needs at every turn. Children 
love entering Miss Mamo’s classroom, and they 
work to grow as learners, if for no other reason but 
to make her proud. They care that she cares. 

Beyond the classroom, Miss Mamo works with the 
Ewing Schools’ Project Unify, a socially inclusive club 
where students with and without disabilities collabo-
rate to engage in activities including sports, leadership, 
and volunteer opportunities. She also volunteers with 
the Mercer County Special Olympics each year. 

Mrs. Stacey Smart: Parkway Elementary

Parkway Elementary School 
opened their doors and welcomed 
Mrs. Stacey Smart as a substitute 
teacher in 2011. It was a perfect 
fit! Mrs. Smart then became a full 
time Parkway Elementary School 

teacher the following year in 2012 never letting 
the door close behind her. Mrs. Smart received her 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary/Middle 
Level Education from the University of Wisconsin 
Platteville and earned her Master of Education in 
Elementary Curriculum, Instruction and Assess-
ment from Jones International University. 

Mrs. Smart began her journey as an educator half-
way around the world in Singapore. Her husband was 
transferred there shortly after they married for work. 
During the six years they lived in Singapore, she pri-
marily taught fourth grade. Mrs. Smart shared it was 
an amazing experience to teach so many students from 
different nationalities, cultures, and traditions. 

Mrs. Smart embodies all of the traits and character-
istics of a highly effective educator. She is passionate 
about the success of her students. Stacey frequently 
gives up her lunch time to work with struggling stu-
dents who need additional support with the concepts 
and skills she teaches. She strives to maintain con-
sistently high academic rigor in her classroom and 
holds her students to extremely high standards. Stu-
dents leave Mrs. Smart’s classroom having gained 
deep exposure to the 4th grade content areas.

Please visit our district website to learn more 
about these outstanding educators.

The Ewing Schools Announce 2022-23 Educators of the Year!



The Ewing Public Schools

 Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

Ewing’s First Winter Games 
Trip is a Blizzard of Success!

For the first time in the program’s history, Ew-
ing’s Special Olympics program sent a team of ath-
letes to compete in the Special Olympics of New 
Jersey’s Winter Games held in Vernon, New Jer-
sey. Twelve students representing all of the schools 
trained throughout the winter to compete in snow-
shoeing events including the 100 meter dash, the 
200 meter dash, the 4 x 100 meter relay, and the 4 
x 100 meter Unified relay. This was the first time 
the athletes even put on snowshoes but the students 
practiced hard and found success quickly.  

Senior Spotlight: Meet Sydney Smith
It is March of senior year, 
time goes by quick, what are 
you most looking forward to 
these last few months at Ew-
ing High School? What I'm 
most looking forward to as 
our senior year quickly begins 
to wrap up, has to be my final 
spring track season, prom, 

and graduation. I have so many goals I have yet to 
accomplish, and many of them coincide with my 
spring track season. The job’s not quite finished yet! 
I am also extremely excited for prom! Ever since I 
was a little girl, I always had two rules, both my 
prom and wedding had to be perfect! Finally, I am 
most excited to be able to end this long journey with 
some of my closest friends, and cherish memories 
that will forever hold a special place in my heart. 

Who is your favorite teacher or coach/music di-
rector and why? There are so many teachers, coach-
es and more who have played a key role in my high 
school career. I’d have to say that Monty (jumping 
coach) and Pedersen (soccer coach) have had some of 
the greatest impacts on me. They believed/continue 
to believe in me even when I don’t believe in myself. 

Can you tell us a little bit about the college course 
you are taking this semester? For my last semester 
of high school, I decided to take a college course 
through Mercer County Community College en-
titled “Mass Media”. Since I want to become a pub-
licist, a major part of the job is understanding the 
world of media and how it influences our society. 

What activities do you participate in school? I am 
the Captain of the Girls Varsity Soccer team, a leader 
in Spring Track and Field, and the Basketball Man-
ager for our Girls Basketball team. I am also a mem-
ber of our school's National Honor Society and am 
a Peer Leader. I was a part of our school's marching 
band, and was the Senior Drum Major, as well as a 
member of the high school's jazz band. Finally, I am 
a member of the pit orchestra for the musical. 

What awards or acknowledgements have you 
received in school or outside of school? I was 
this year's homecoming queen. During the fall of 
my senior year I was Ewing High’s recipient for the 
Mercer 33 award. I was also selected for the CVC’s 
second team as a forward for being one of the lead-
ing offensive players as well as was the leading Var-
sity soccer scorer for all four years. I was also the 
sectional champion for triple jump my junior year 
(and hope to get it this year)! I have recently been 
nominated for the 2023 National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day (NAGWS).

Who or what has impacted your life in a positive 
way? To say that my mother has been one of the ma-
jor influences in my life, would be an understatement! 
Besides the fact that she gave me life, she has done 
nothing but support me and be there for me through 
the good, the bad, and the ugly. 

How do you define success? What does success 
mean to me? Success to me means that I can reach 
the goals I set for myself despite the struggles and 
stress involved to get to that point. Looking at the 
situations that could have derailed me during my 
high school years, I was determined to push through 
and accomplish my goals. Being happy and at peace 
with my decisions and enjoying this chapter of life 
is success to me. 

Where do you see yourself in ten years from 
now? I’d have to say I’m a dreamer, so in ten years 
I see myself with a college bachelor’s degree and 
maybe even a Master’s degree. I see myself as a 
distinguished Publicist working for a lucrative firm 
with dreams of establishing my own. I also see my-
self living somewhere fairly warm, with a husky 
and my bird Simon. 

What is your favorite quote? “My mission in life 
is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so 
with some passion, some compassion, some humor, 
and some style.”- Maya Angelou

FMS Teacher Brings  
Wash and Learn Initiative  

to Ewing Children
 Fisher Middle 

School teacher Jesse 
Ambriz was so in-
spired by the success 
of his first initiative 
and project, the FMS 
Holiday Book Drive, 
he is now bringing 
his second commu-
nity outreach proj-
ect to the children 
of Ewing, the Wash 
and Learn Initiative 

through Libraries Without Borders. 
In honor of NEA's 'Read Across America Day', 

Mr. Ambriz is organizing a 'Read Across Ewing' 
community event at the Laundry Depot on Satur-
day, March 4th from 10:00AM to noon. There will 
be a literacy station and Mr. Ambriz will be hand-
ing out over 800 books. There will also be other 
organizations setting up stations to educate families 
and provide other giveaways. There might even be 
a special guest reader or two!

Ewing’s athletes did not know what to expect 
when snowshoeing was first introduced, but after 
practicing hard all winter the students were ready to 
compete and earned many medals. This effort helped 
every student feel like a champion while teaching 
students the principles of teamwork, sportsmanship, 
and perseverance.
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March 2023 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Mar 1 Early Dismissal Grades Kindergarten-8th (Parent Conferences) 
 NO AM Integrated Preschool (Elementary Schools) 
 EHS - Musical Aida Senior Citizen Show @ 6pm 
 Antheil - PTO Spring Book Fair

Mar 2 Antheil - Literary Festival @ 6pm 
 Antheil - PTO Spring Book Fair 
 EHS - Musical Aida @ 7:30pm

Mar 3 EHS - Musical Aida @ 7:30pm 
 Antheil - PTO Spring Book Fair 
 EHS - S2 T1 Q1 Parent Progress Reports 
 FMS & Elementary Schools - 3rd Marking Period Progress Reports

Mar 4 EHS - Musical Aida 2pm & 3:30pm 
 ‘Read Across Ewing’ Community Event @  
  The Laundry Depot 10am-12pm

Mar 6-10  Parkway - PTA Spring Book Fair

Mar 8 Athletic Office Event: Winter Sports Award Night @ 6:30pm 
 Antheil & Parkway - Spring Picture Day

Mar 9 Parkway - STEM Title I Family Night @ 6:30pm 
 Antheil - PTO Meeting @ 6:30pm

Mar 14 FMS - Parents’ Association Meeting @ 6:45pm

Mar 16 Parkway - PTA Virtual Meeting @ 7pm

Mar 20-24 Lore - LPA Spring Book Fair

Mar 20 Board of Education Meeting - 6pm @ FMS (Public Session 7pm)

Mar 23 Lore - Title I Literary Night @ 6:30pm

Mar 29 FMS - 5th Grade Parent Orientation @ 6:30pm

Mar 30 Substance Use & Youth (K-12) Counseling Event @ 6:30pm

2023 Ewing Township Board of Education
 Mrs. Deborah A. Delutis,  Mr. Michael S. Miller,  
 President  Vice President
 Mr. Daniel L. Angebranndt Ms. Lisa A. McConnell
 Dr. Channing C. Conway Mr. Anthony F. Messina
 Mrs. Nicole NW Harris Mrs. Jennifer L. Miller

 Ms. Sandra L. Herrington 

In December 2022, the Stay In To Win TCNJ Mentor Group focused on 
the importance of collaboration and communication. The boys worked 
on an activity called the “Magic Carpet.” The students had to flip over 
the carpet while standing on it. The boys were successful with the activ-
ity along with communicating what needed to be done and respecting all 
group members’ ideas. Thanks to the Ewing Public Education Founda-
tion (EPEF), the Stay In to Win Group meets once a month and provides 
male middle school students with the chance to work with TCNJ Basket-
ball players on leadership and decision-making skills.

Jennifer Citarella MA, LPC
7th Grade Counselor • 609-538-9800 X3114

These grants could not be possible without the continued generosity 
and support through personal donations from individuals like you as well 
as corporate donors. Please visit us at www.epef.org for information on 
how to make a donation so we can continue our mission in supporting our 
students in the Ewing Public Schools.

Thank you, EPEF Trustees

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for AIDA!


