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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 
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Even in a pandemic, the show must go on!
Ewing High School has a long, storied tradi-

tion of excellence in the performing arts, and that 
continued during these challenging times, as the 
talented students of Ewing High School’s Troupe 
4883 again showed off their considerable skills 
on the stage. Albeit, in this case, a virtual stage.

NJ Thespians is a state chapter of the Educa-
tional Theatre Association (EdTA), which spon-
sors the International Thespian Society (ITS). It is 
their mission to promote, strengthen, and advocate 
for theater arts education in New Jersey’s schools.

The high school festival stands out from others 
as it includes both a competitive side and an edu-
cation component. Students can opt to compete 
in National categories. Winning a superior in any 
of these categories allows them to perform at 
the International Thespian Festival in June. The 
judges are industry professionals from New York 
City and New Jersey.

Led by co-directors EHS English teacher 
Christina Monaco Caldwell and fellow EHS 
teacher Jessica Bohnenberger, the skilled EHS 
performers again wowed the judges and im-
pressed all observers.

For the second year in a row, Troupe 4883 was 
the recipient of the Silver Honor Chapter. 

All festival performances were released vir-
tually on February 1st in Troupe “4883’s Vir-
tual Broadway Showcase” produced by Jayden 
White! Ewing School Community members 
should be on the lookout for ways to help Troupe 
4883 attend Nationals and help students fund-
raise through our Snap-raise Event that started 
on February 1, 2021. 

“We are very proud of our exceptional theater 
students,” Assistant Superintendent Dr. Ishibashi 
stated. “They certainly are outstanding ambassa-
dors of Ewing High School, and we appreciate 
their dedication to their craft.”

During the month 
of March, Parkway 
School will be cel-
ebrating Women’s 
History Month with 
a daily fact about an 

important woman in history. Students will be writ-
ing poems and paragraphs about what “Women’s 
History Month” means to them. 

EHS Promotes Future Careers!
Ewing High School 11th 

grade student Andie Pessola 
is also a Vo-Tech student at 
Assunpink for Nursing. An-
die joined EHS Nurse Leslie 
Curran and the EHS Health 
Office staff in the high school 
health office to practice injec-

tions and medication administration while online 
with her teacher and class. 

Ewing High School’s Troupe 4883 Excels at State Thespian Festival

The following students received Superior Awards:

Technical Categories
Fitted Sheet:

• Maureen Lepold 
• Anna Komagata

Knot Tying:
• Maureen Lepold

Cable Rolling:
• Anna Komagata

Wood Painting:
• Alan Chausse

The following students received Superior Awards 
and will move on to compete at the Educational 
Theatre Association’s Nationals in June of 2021! 

Performance Categories
Duet Acting:

• Zachary Benedetti 
and Mykeal 
Okwudibonye 

Musical Duet:
• Mackenzie 

Raywood and 
Gibson Arnold 

• Nia Whaley and 
Makensie Shields 

Musical Solo:
• Madeleine Marsola 
• Fatoumata N'Diaye
• Zachary Benedetti
• Noemi Garcia 
• Jayden White

NJ Thespians All-State 
Show Performers:

• Fatoumata N'Diaye
• Nia Whaley

EHS’s Troupe 4883: Samaria Banks, Alan 
Chausse, Matthew Doczy, Dylan Greco, Mykeal 
Okwudibonye, Makensie Shields, Nia Whaley, 
Ky’Shawn Tillery-Williams, Mackenzie 
Raywood, Gibson Arnold, Samuel Schwartz, 
Jacob Schwartz, Zachary Benedetti, Jayden 
White, Madeleine Marsola, Shelby Edouard, 
Maureen Lepold, Anna Komagata, Cadel 
Bolden, Fatoumata N'Diaye, Elisa Davila, 
Imeerah Bakr, & Noemi Garcia

Parkway to Celebrate Women’s History Month

“No one can make you feel  
inferior without your consent.”  

—Elinor Roosevelt

“There is no limit to what we,  
as women, can accomplish.”  

—Michelle Obama
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As all of the programs of the Ewing Schools 
navigate the challenges of the pandemic, leader-
ship is at a premium, and the always-competitive 
Consumer Bowl team at Ewing High School is 
thrilled to be benefitting from the wisdom and 
skills of two stellar seniors.

Program stalwarts Patrick 
Capstack and Natalie Staub, 
veterans of the Consumer Bowl 
competitions, are helping guide 
the program to what they hope 
will be a virtual competition 
later in the school year.

Consumer Bowl is an edu-
cational competition for high 
school students across the state. 
It was established in 1997 to 
educate young adults on a va-
riety of consumer issues. High 
schools from around the state 

compete in a “game show” type format to show-
case their knowledge of business and financial 
literacy. Winners at the county and regional level 
are recognized.

“Participating in this competition virtually will 
certainly be a challenge for all of us, especially 
for the newcomers,” Capstack stated. “It is un-
fortunate as a senior that the competition is not 
in-person, but we will definitely make do with 
what we have.”

“I am honestly not quite sure how the coordi-
nators are going to pull off a virtual competition,” 
Staub added. “But, at the end of the day, we will 
still work hard and prepare for the competition 
the same way as if it would be in-person.”

For both seniors, the pathway to, and partici-
pation in, Consumer Bowl, has been interesting 
and rewarding. 

“During my freshman year of high school, 
Mrs. Ludwig, who was then the Consumer Bowl 
advisor, approached me and asked if I would like 
to attend the competition as a spectator,” Cap-
stack detailed. “I accepted, and the experience 
was incredible. I knew from that moment that I 
wanted to be a part of the team.”

“As a freshman at Ewing High, I had never 
heard of a Consumer Bowl team,” Staub shared. 
“Luckily for me, one of my friends that was an 
upperclassman at the time was on the team and 
recruited me to join the following year. I was able 
to tag along with the team my freshman year, and 
be a spectator at the competition. I was able to 
see how everything worked, and if I thought I 
was capable of being a member of the team.”

From their work with Consumer Bowl, both 
seniors have learned a lot about themselves, and 
important lessons to share with fellow teens.

“The Consumer Bowl competition has given 
me the ability to understand how to be an effec-
tive consumer in society,” Capstack stated. “I 
now know how to approach situations that occur 

Senior Captains Lead EHS Consumer Bowl Team!
in an adult's everyday life, such as buying a car/
home, or even understanding how to deal with 
contractors and other companies of the sort.”

“Consumer Bowl has taught me SO many 
things that are going to help when it’s time to 
start adulting!,” Staub added. “From adopting 
pets, to buying furniture, to getting my car towed, 
to carbon monoxide poisoning and much more. 
I believe this experience provides young adults 
with such useful information that so many young 
adults don’t even know about, but they should.”

Although the format future of the Consumer 
Bowl may be in doubt, what is not is the bright 
future of the two senior captains.

Capstack is a student-athlete on the EHS Boys 
Soccer team and also participates in Key Club, 
Panther Pals, and Stage Crew. He plans to attend 
a four-year college after graduation, and has al-
ready been accepted into Temple University in 
Philadelphia, and is leaning towards attending 
their highly regarded Fox School of Business.

During her four years at EHS, Staub has been 
a varsity cheerleader, manager of the wrestling 
team, and a member of the Athletic Trainers 
Club, Unified Club, Panther Pals, Peer Lead-
ership and the National Honor Society. She is 
planning to attend Baylor University’s Honors 
College, where she will major in Health Science 
Studies in the pre-physical therapy program, 
with the goal of moving on to graduate school 
to obtain a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree.

“In uncertain times, it’s great to have students 
you can count on,” EHS Principal Ed Chmiel 
stated. “Patrick and Natalie’s leadership for Con-
sumer Bowl and throughout the school has been 
greatly appreciated. We are excited to see what 
the team can do, and about their bright futures.”

The outstanding work that 
has been taking place in the sci-
ence and technology classrooms 
of the Ewing Schools has been 

recognized by a number of orga-
nizations, and now tech-giant Ama-

zon has joined that list.
The district was awarded the prestigious Ama-

zon Future Engineer (AFE) program grant from 
the Amazon Future Engineers to support STEM 
courses and initiatives for the 2020-2021 school 
year, and was just notified that the grant was re-
newed for the 2021-2022 school year.

The Amazon Future Engineer Program Grant 
will supplement the district’s current curriculum 
by providing students industry-leading cloud 
computing tools to analyze and write testing 
codes using JAVA and Python. Additionally, 

the district will have access to additional mid-
dle school coding resources to integrate into the 
schools’ existing technology courses.

This exciting opportunity gives district sci-
ence and technology teachers the opportunities 
to expand student’s coding knowledge by adding 
Python and other resources. “This will provide a 
wonderful learning experience for our students,” 
K-12 STEM Supervisor, Don Wahlers comment-
ed. “The quality of the coding programming and 
teacher support is cutting edge.”

The program will also have a long-lasting im-
pact on the district’s science students. “Being 
able to provide students with this coding expo-
sure beginning in middle school will provide 
children a strong technology pathway to a future 
STEM career,” added Assistant Superintendent 
Danita Ishibashi.

Ewing Schools Receive Amazon Future Engineer Program Grant! “Every Panther One Book”
 It will be a busy month at Parkway School 

as they will also celebrate Read Across America 
Week from March 1st through March 5th with 
themed spirit events each day. Read Across 
America Week will end on Friday, March 5th with 
our “Panther-demic style” event, “Pajama Read-
ing Day”. On “Pajama Reading Day” we will be 
engaged in reading-based activities all day and 
kick off our 4th annual school-wide Title 1 fam-
ily event of “Every Panther One Book.” “Every 
Panther One Book” is an event where together 
we read the same book, as a school community. 
There will be videotaped chapters posted on the 
school website and question and challenge activ-
ities to complete. All completed activity forms 
will be exchanged for tickets to raffle off Barnes 
and Noble gift cards and Nook e-readers. Let’s 
get excited about READING!



The Ewing Public Schools

 Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

 The resounding credo 
echoing through the hallways 
of Lore School is: “Lore, 
Hear Our Roar!’ and that roar 
can echo across the building, 
state, country and the world.

The message from Princi-
pal Kelly Kawalek’s school 
is that you can move on from 

Lore’s hallways and do anything in life, and the 
goal of the Lore School staff is to give their stu-
dents the tools and inspiration they need to fol-
low and fulfill their dreams. 

Former Lore Lion Jake Kaplan is an inspira-
tion to all Lore students, that if they believe in 
their own individual “Roar!” they can go on to 
do work that can touch lives around the world. 

After graduating from the School of Visual 
Arts in New York, Jake now works as a Produc-
tion Coordinator at Pixar Animation Studios. His 
most recent efforts focused on the very popular 
animated film, Soul, where he worked as the Art 
Coordinator for two years and then Sets Coordi-
nator for his final six months on the show. 

Jake’s love of art and animation began in the 
classrooms at Lore School. 

“You can ask any of my elementary school 
teachers, and they will tell you that I've been 
doodling cartoons since day one,” he stated. 
“I've been obsessed with watching, researching, 
studying, and drawing cartoons for as long as I 
can remember.”

Jake looks back fondly at his formative years at 
Lore School as being key to achieving his goals. 

“I think it all starts at the beginning, with my 
time at Lore School and their UNITY Words. 
Learning to be a good and friendly person that 
people want to work with has been integral to my 
career. I'd count my first "link" as one of the key 
steps on my journey.” Jake shared. 

All students who have spent time at Lore 
School can share their own experiences and con-
nections with Lore’s social curriculum and UNI-
TY Words, and Jake can certainly relate. 

“Lore School's UNITY Words of Include, Sup-
port, and Care have guided me throughout my 
life,” he detailed. “Now I work at a professional 
level at one of the top Animation Studios in the 
world to: Include the voices that the animation 
world has not yet heard, Support my teams to 
make the best films possible, and hopefully spread 
a global message through our art to encourage the 
children of this world to Care about each other 
and the stories that make us all special.”

Senior Spotlight: Meet Lucas Vasquez 
Do you have any ‘words 
of wisdom’ to share with 
your classmates as we 
are still navigating the 
COVID-19 health cri-
sis? Just hang in there. 
Personally, I’m so over 
hearing any of the new 
found vocabulary words 

from social distance, to pandemic, vaccine, cas-
es, coronavirus, temperature, mask, etc. But if 
we are patient and continue to make our collec-
tive effort to follow regulation, everything will 
start to fall back into place again.

In which activities do you participate in 
school? I currently participate in Cross Country, 
Track & Field, and our Swimming programs. 

What awards or acknowledgements have you 
received in school and/or outside of school? 
I’ve received several varsity letters throughout 
my time here. I’ve received Coach’s Awards for 
Swimming and Cross Country and awarded a 
National Society of High School Scholars award, 
which is pretty cool.

What accomplishments are you most proud 
of? I’m pleased that I’ve kept my grades up as 

it’s opened up a whole other path for me to take 
in life with certain colleges looking at me aca-
demically and athletically. If I had to pick one 
accomplishment, it would be when I won the 
Shore Coaches Invitational at Holmdel Park dur-
ing my 2017 Cross Country season. I finally got 
to know how it felt to be one of those athletes 
that always got interviewed for Milesplit after 
winning a race. What a feeling!

What is your favorite memory of high school 
to date? Last year I wrote an essay final that was 
due that same day and I got a 100% on it, which 
really surprised me. It was proof that I actually 
possessed an aptitude for writing as I’ve strug-
gled with dyslexia which made reading and writ-
ing earlier in my life very difficult. To see that 
a teacher found something I wrote by myself to 
be very articulate and thorough definitely put a 
smile on my face.

Who is your favorite teacher and/or coach and 
why? My favorite teacher has to be Mr. Ballek, 
our Human Behavior teacher. He’s very kind and 
I can tell that he enjoys what he does. I enjoy 
how calm and friendly he is. As his demeanor 
lowers your guard and allows you to open your-
self to the class as it feels like a sanctuary.

My favorite coach has to be Coach Monty. I en-
joy his laid back personality, the beard, the glass-
es, the chuckle, and the grin. We could talk about 
Star Wars all day and he definitely wants what’s 
best for his athletes. I love the encouragement he 
gives while I’m racing on the track; he gets me 
hyped every time, reminding me of the colors I 
wear on my back and who it is I’m running for.

Who or what has impacted your life in a posi-
tive way? I definitely think this pandemic has 
served me in a positive way. It has allowed me 
to find my humility by allowing me to count 
my blessings, by reminding me of all the things 
I took for granted, and by making me realize 
what’s most important in life.

What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? For starters, I want to at-
tend a decent college. I plan to become some sort 
of voice for people, as well as an aid, whether 
that be a judge, psychologist, shaman, doctor, 
something. I want to help those who can’t find 
their path. I plan to make my mark on this earth.

What is your favorite quote or book? “People 
are wonderful as individuals – you see the whole 
universe in their eyes if you look carefully.” 
~George Carlin 

From Lore Lion to Pixar!From Lore Lion to Pixar!
Lore students are encouraged to follow not 

only their professional dreams, but also their per-
sonal ones, a message that also resonated with 
Jake, as he is the co-chair of Pixar's LGBTQIA+ 
Studio Resource Group, PixPride. The goal of 
PixPride, is to increase LGBTQ+ visibility and 
representation both in films and across the stu-
dio whether that be through leadership, company 
policies, or community activism.

“Even though being a part of incredible films 
such as Soul and Incredibles 2 has brought me 
pride beyond measure, being able to actively 
participate in creating impactful changes to 
make Pixar a more inclusive studio has definitely 
brought me the most pride in my life to date,” 
Jake explained.

For the Lore teachers who worked with Jake, 
his success and achievements are very reward-
ing, but not surprising.

“It was an honor and a gift to watch Jake grow 
during his time at Lore School,” Lore physical 
education teacher Tracy Radler stated. “He made 
us all better through his acts of kindness and fair-
ness. Jake is an incredible person, and he was 
an amazing child, too. He was always a creative 
thinker and an enthusiastic problem-solver who 
was full of curiosity. Jake will continue to blaze 
trails and inspire and enlighten, as he always has.”
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Don’t Miss FMS March Virtual Game Night!
March 10th  •  5:00PM–6:30PM

Sign up by March 3rd ?Superintendent’s Office
609-538-9800 ext. 1102

Email: thullings@ewingboe.org
Website: www.ewing.k12.nj.us

For questions or information, please contact:

GoodNews is an official publication 
of The Ewing Public Schools

©2021 GoodNews

Design and Layout by 
Daniella Crescente

March 2021 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Mar 4 FMS & Elementary - 3rd Marking Period Parent Progress Reports

Mar 5 EHS - Semester 2 Term 1 Quarter 1 Parent Progress Reports

Mar 11 Lore - LPA Virtual Meeting @ 7pm

Mar 15 Board of Education Meeting @ 7pm (Public Session @ 8pm)

Mar 24 FMS - 5th Grade Parent Orientation

Mar 29– Schools Closed - Spring Break 
April 2  

$25 for 25 Years Capital Campaign 
Since 1994, EPEF has awarded thousands of dollars of grants 

to Ewing Educators for innovative programming that directly 
benefits our community's greatest asset, the children in our com-
munity. Supporting programs and experiences for our students in 
Science, Math, Technology, Music, the Arts and civic programs 
has been our hallmark. Your support helps to fund these programs 
without the use of taxpayer dollars. Be a Giver! Support the $25 
for 25 Capital Campaign. 

Your contribution helps to support grants like these provided to 
Ewing Township public school teachers: Lore's Two Brain Chal-
lenge Game Show Assembly, 3D Printing Like the Pros, Maker 
Space Positive Education, Get Moving With Math, Diversity 
Through Literacy, Hearbuilder Literacy Program, Pawsitive Pan-
thers Day of Service, and innovative grants such as Technology to 
Support 21st Century Workplace, and Full STEAM Ahead.

In addition, EPEF also provides scholarships annually for grad-
uating seniors and has worked with major corporate partners to 
provide additional support and resources for programs through-
out Ewing Public Schools, such as the Week of Service/Trenton 
Area Soup Kitchen and Antheil’s Hands on Science with a Dash 
of Math grants.

For more information about EPEF, please visit our website at 
www.EPEF.org.

Emergency School Closings
We will communicate during emergencies via our official 

communication portals: the district website, Instant Alert, Channel 
19/31. Twitter is not an official emergency communication tool.

If there is bad winter weather, the school community should be ready 
for the possibility of having a traditional “school closed/snow day” or 
prepared for a district-wide virtual day of learning. Since all of our 
schools are running on an early dismissal schedule anyway, the choice 
this year will be either school being closed, or a virtual learning day.

Please visit our website daily for up-to-the 
minute information: www.ewing.k12.nj.us

FMS SOAR in Semester Two
The pandemic has definitely taken a toll on 

most stakeholders. Many students have worked 
tirelessly to persevere through adversity and 
uncharted territory. The Fisher Middle School 
Student Council rallied together and created a 
motivating video filled with practical advice 
that will help students successfully navigate 
through Semester Two. Under the leadership 
of Ms. Burdick and Mr. Soto, Student Council 

Representatives put their creative juices to work and developed a short 
video titled, "SOAR in Semester Two". 

The video addressed the importance of seeking help during office hours, 
punctuality, attendance, meeting deadlines, camera usage and SELF-
CARE. Many staff members saw immediate improvements after sharing 
the video with their classes. Special thanks to Angelina DeStafano, Julia 
Carbajal, Natalie Andreas, Mela Mohamed, Kadence Owusu-Mensah,  
Cavon Barrett, Joel Cineus, Spencer Herring, Wayne ¨Rocky¨ Richardson, 
Teagan Walker, Cherry Araya, and Kelsey Roth.

FMS Virtual Movie Night a Huge Success
On Thursday, February 4th, Fisher Middle School students popped some 

popcorn, grabbed a comfy blanket, and came together for a Virtual Movie 
Night over a series of Google Meets. In total, around 70 students attended 
and were spread out over 10 different movie rooms, which were virtually 
chaperoned by FMS teachers. They were able to choose from movies such 
as Up, Inside Out, The Goonies, Beauty and the Beast, Soul, The Greatest 
Showman, Remember the Titans, and Hidden Figures. 

Sydney Gonzalez, President of Student Council, helped to organize the 
movie night. "It is important to stay connected to your friends with virtual 
events through school," she said, and recommends texting peers regularly 
to check on them as we continue to remain socially distant. "We have other 
things coming up in future months, so stay tuned! You can keep yourself 
informed through the Student Council Instagram: @fms_eaglestuco."


