
20202020The Ewing Public SchoolsMarch

 Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

GOODNEWS
The Ewing Public SchoolsJune 2005

Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 

continued on page A2
continued on page A2

The Ewing Schools is proud to announce the 
district’s recipients of the 2020 Governor’s Edu-
cator of Year awards.

Ewing High School: Ms. Lauren Wood 
Ms. Wood received her Bach-

elor of Science degree in Spe-
cial Education from Blooms-
burg University, her Masters’ 
in Education from Holy Family 
University and a Masters’ (+30) 
from LaSalle University.

Ms. Wood started her career at Fisher Middle 
School and officially joined the Blue Devil fam-
ily in 2011 as a Special Educator and Reading 
Specialist. Ms. Wood has co-taught across several 
disciplines with many teachers to provide support 
services to students and serve as a resource to her 
colleagues. These disciplines include Math, Eng-
lish, Family & Consumer Sciences, Visual Arts, 
and the Life Skills Program.

Aside from her role as classroom teacher, Ms. 
Wood volunteers countless hours on the weekends 
and after-school working to ensure that her stu-
dents have access to as many events and activities 
as possible. 

EHS Principal Mr. Chmiel stated, “Ms. Wood 
is one of the best educators I have worked with in 
my career. Her dedication to the students is exem-
plary, performance in the classroom outstanding 
and she’s a wonderful person. Ms. Woods is an 
excellent selection as EHS Teacher of the Year.”

Fisher Middle School: Mrs. Paula Hessinger
Mrs. Hessinger has been with 

the Ewing Public Schools for 
over five years, with more than 
fifteen years in the field of edu-
cation. She is currently a Spe-
cial Education Teacher at Fisher 
Middle School.

Mrs. Hessinger obtained her Bachelor of Sci-
ence/Bachelor of Arts from Shippensburg Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania and received her Special 
Education Certificate through the College of Saint 
Elizabeth.

Mrs. Hessinger is known to be a skilled and ded-
icated educator, working tirelessly to incorporate 
unique learning experiences to meet the needs of all 
her students. “Mrs. Hessinger is an extraordinary 
educator who inspires hope and imagination in all 

of her students,” FMS Principal Dr. Hanna stated. 
“Her influence extends beyond the classroom and 
she is an asset to the Ewing Community who al-
ways demonstrates caring, respect, integrity, and 
leadership inside and outside of the classroom.” 

Antheil Elementary: Mrs. Nina Hartigan 
Mrs. Hartigan is in her 17th 

year at Antheil. She taught 3rd 
grade for 10 years and is current-
ly in her 6th year as an Early In-
tervention Specialist Math Teach-
er. While teaching identified EIS 
students or students of any abil-

ity, Mrs. Hartigan inspires students with personal 
connections, support and clear expectations.

Mrs. Hartigan received her Bachelor of Arts in Lib-
eral Arts-Elementary and Early Childhood concen-
tration at Villanova University. Mrs. Hartigan earned 
her Masters in Education-Mathematics, Grades K-5 
at Walden University and her M.Ed.-Reading Spe-
cialist degree from Holy Family University.

Mrs. Hartigan employs a creative approach to 
helping all students learn. She is known for her 
innovative approaches for helping students over-
come challenges and achieve in math. There isn’t a 
struggle that Mrs. Hartigan couldn’t help in some 
progressive, outside-of-the-box way, making math 
something that all students could understand. One 
of Mrs. Hartigan’s well known quotes is “Math is 
for everyone!” demonstrating what she believes 
about teaching ALL students.

“Mrs. Hartigan is an incredible teacher who 
helps all students succeed,” District Supervisor 
Don Wahlers commented. “She is a teacher-leader 
in the classroom and across the district. She has 
been a guiding influence who has positively im-
pacted and has improved our K to 5 instruction in 
all of our schools.” 

Lore Elementary: Mrs. Fernanda Vieira
Mrs. Vieira joined the Lore 

School family in 2014 and is en-
tering into her 7th year as an ESL 
teacher. Mrs. Vieira obtained 
her Bachelor of Arts in English 
and Portuguese Languages from 
Pontificia Universidade Catoli-

ca, Sao Paulo, Brazil. She then received her Mas-
ter’s in Education in Teacher of English as a Sec-
ond Language from The College of New Jersey. 

Mrs. Vieira started her career teaching English 
as a Foreign Language in Campinas, Brazil. She 
is a teacher-leader and student advocate at Lore 
School, where students, families and staff often 
seek her knowledge and wisdom. Students think 
of Mrs. Vieira as fun, understanding, and help-
ful, and staff describe her as inspiring, supportive, 
and enthusiastic. 

Principal Kawalek shared, “Mrs. Vieira is a 
dedicated educator and advocate for her students. 
Her determination to make a difference in the lives 
of her children, to support families by connecting 
them to community resources, and to educate staff 
about culture and diversity make it clear why she 
was nominated to be and selected as Lore’s Edu-
cator of the Year.” 

Parkway Elementary: Mr. Eric Thomas
Mr. Thomas began teaching 

in Ewing Township in Septem-
ber of 2009. In his 11 years with 
Ewing Township Schools he has 
spent six of those years at Park-
way School and five of them at 
the O’Brien Academy.

Mr. Thomas received his Bachelor of Arts from 
Rider University in Early Elementary Education/
Psychology.

While at Parkway School, Mr. Thomas has facili-
tated an EPEF-funded, after-school, poetry and mu-
sic student workshop and performance, created the 
Panther Percussion Ensemble, brought the author Ra-
shad Malik to discuss the process of becoming an au-
thor and illustrator. He invited and arranged for guest 
speaker Scott Green during Black History Month to 
speak to students about his brother (Ernest Green) 
who was one of the original Little Rock Nine. The 
Little Rock Nine were a group of nine black students 
who enrolled at formerly all-white Central High 
School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in September 1957.

A quote that Eric uses to inspire his students is, 
“I will boldly face my fears and cast away any 
self-doubt because I am as majestic as a pyramid 
and I have many reasons to shout!”

Mrs. Harris principal of Parkway School stat-
ed, “Eric Thomas is the quintessential teacher-
mentor. From sharing his interests as a musician 
and a passion for the visual and written word, Mr. 
Thomas puts himself out there to his students to 
help them understand that learning and success is 
a life-long project.” 

The Ewing Schools Announce 2020 Educators of the Year!
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EHS Students Shine on  

Ice in Co-Op

Ewing High School stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to play scholastic varsity 
ice hockey as part of a NJ-
SIAA-sanctioned cooper-
ative with Hightstown and 
Lawrence High Schools, 
and four Blue Devil ath-
letes have made an impact 
on the ice this year.

Experienced club hockey players for the Law-
rence Flames, a trio of freshman in Nathan Ko-
cheran, Ryan Kocheran and Nicholas Chetti are 
joined by senior Dan Cobb on a team that wears 
the uniform of the neighboring Lawrence Cardi-
nals, but also consists of players from EHS and 
Hightstown High School.

And although the young team has had a chal-
lenging year in a very competitive league, the 
squad has been energized by the EHS student-
athletes.

The Kocheran twins make an impact on both 
ends of the ice, with Ryan playing forward and 
Nathan patrolling the ice as a defenseman. Ryan 
has tallied twice this season and Nathan scored 
his first goal against Lawrenceville Prep.

“We are a very young team, with 10 freshmen 
playing,” Ryan Kocheran stated. “Even so, we 
swept Steinert this year, so I am very excited for 
the future.”

Fellow freshman Chetti is the goalie for the 
squad, and opened up eyes with his stellar play, 
including stopping 18 of 20 shots against a high-
ly ranked Old Bridge squad. Cobb has battled in-
juries this year, but brings a veteran’s experience 
to the team.

“Even though they are competing in another 
uniform, they are Ewing student-athletes, and we 
are very proud of their accomplishments,” EHS 
Athletic Director Ernie Covington stated. “We 
are excited to see what they will do in the future.”

EHS Athletics Cares about the Community!
New Ewing High School Athletic Director 

Ernie Covington has a vision for his student-
athletes.

“My goal for our kids is that they not only get 
better at their sport through their participation in 
our athletic program, but that they also become 
better people,” Covington commented. “One 
way to accomplish that is to realize that there 
are issues and causes bigger than you, and to get 
involved in making other people’s lives better.”

It is clear that this message is getting through 
to Ewing athletes, as all throughout the school 
year one can see EHS students wearing the garb 
of the Blue Devils involved in many different 
altruistic, charitable and social causes.

This commitment to a greater cause is obvious 
on special nights and events, when Ewing ath-
letes compete in honor of a particular effort or 
fundraising endeavor. For example, this past fall 
sports season, Ewing High School Girls Soccer 
played Robbinsville in a game played in support 
of the Debbie Marks-Lake Foundation Scholar-
ship and to raise colorectal cancer awareness. 
EHS Girls Soccer also took on West Windsor-
Plainsboro North in a “Play for the Cure” game 
in support of cancer research. Not to be outdone, 
the EHS Girls Field Hockey squad played Hun 
in their own “Play for the Cure” contest.

Perhaps not as visible, but just as important, 
EHS athletes give their time and energy to many 
other charitable efforts and special causes. The 
Ewing High School Girls Basketball Team vol-
unteered at the Ewing Township Holiday Party 
and Tree Lighting and their counterparts on the 
Boys team helped wrap over 3,500 toys at the 
Joey’s Little Angels Toy Drive.

It is well known that the Ewing Schools is a 
leader in inclusive instruction and athletics, and 
the student-athletes of EHS have always em-
braced that mission. EHS has become a pioneer-
ing program in Unified Sports, with the basket-
ball team winning the first state championship 
last year. Each spring, the football team vol-
unteers at the Special Olympics and the Boys 
Basketball team helps out at the Special Olym-
pics “Jingle All the Way 3K” running race. Ev-
ery year, at the fun-filled annual event that is 
the Ewing Township Autism Awareness Walk-
a-thon, Ewing student-athletes from assorted 
sports can be seen participating and helping out.

“Athletics is just another educational vehicle 
for us to teach the whole child,” Covington re-
marked. “There is no better feeling of pride and 
accomplishment for a coach then seeing athletes 
grow as a person by helping make their commu-
nity a better, more caring, place.” 

Using a $1,500 grant from the Elks National 
Foundation’s Community Investment Program, a 
school store run by the Life Skills program has 
been installed at Ewing High School. The pro-
gram provides educational support services and 
programs uniquely designed to meet the needs 

Trenton Elks Lodge 105 and  
Ewing Public Education Foundation

of students with disabilities. The store will be a 
school-based project where students enrolled in 
various career oriented classes (within the Life 
Skills program) can participate in school store lo-
gistics and will be responsible for the day to day 
functions of the store. 

The Life Skills program is designed to meet 
the specific needs of our students who require 
more hands-on, daily living experiences of in-
struction. Teaching life skills requires helping 
students learn vital skills that can be transferred 
from the school setting to the real world. 

Become a partner with us; GIVE to EPEF to 
give back to the kids! www.epef.org
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Senior Spotlight: Meet Nathalia Davila
In which activities do you 
participate in school? In 
school, I am President of 
Student Council and of 
the National Honor So-
ciety. I have also been an 
active member of the Ro-
tary Interact Club for the 
past three years. This fall I 
had the privilege of being 

in the Peer Leadership program and this spring, I 
will be doing my Senior Experience internship at 
Parkway Elementary School. 

What activities do you participate outside of 
school? In my free time, I enjoy spending time 
with the elementary students at Panther Pals, a 
mentoring program I started last year. I have also 
danced at Body Language Dance Center for 8 
years and hold two jobs. I highly enjoy volunteer-
ing at events in the school district and the com-
munity at large. Additionally, I serve as one of two 
student representatives to the Board of Education. 

What accomplishments are you most proud 
of? This summer I received a scholarship to par-
ticipate in the CIEE High School Abroad program 
in Alicante, Spain. I passed the month of July liv-
ing with a Spanish host family, taking daily lan-
guage and culture classes for college credit, and 
going on cultural excursions. It was an amazing 
experience I will seriously never forget and I’m 
incredibly proud of myself for doing it! 

What awards or acknowledgments have you 
received in school and/or outside of school? 
Last year I was selected to be a “Senior Spokes-
model” for Y.E.C. Creations Photography. I am a 
recipient of the Princeton University Alumni As-
sociation Book Award 2019, the 2019 Munich RE 
Dare to Dream Diversity & Inclusion scholarship, 

and the AP Scholar Award. Additionally, I was se-
lected as January Kiwanis Student of Month. 

What is your favorite memory of high school? 
My favorite memory of high school is the pep 
rallies! I love assisting with their planning and 
set up; they are such a fun experience for the 
students and staff, and they aid in making our 
school environment a more positive one!

Who or what has impacted your life in a posi-
tive way? My family and incredible support net-
work as a whole have always believed in me and 
pushed me to do my best; I would be nowhere 
without them. 

How do you define success? I would define suc-
cess as acknowledging your fears and in turn, 
conquering them. 

What is your favorite quote or book? “Cour-
age is not the lack of fear. It is acting in spite of 
it.” Mark Twain

Looking back to when you started high school 
what advice would you give students at EHS 
who are freshmen like your brother? If you 
feel you don’t have a place where you belong or 
fit in, in school, make one; think of what are your 
interests and join clubs and activities related 
to them because that is where you’ll find your 
niche. Most importantly, focus on yourself. Seek 
to challenge yourself academically and socially, 
and explore any interests you may have because 
that’s what these four years are perfect for. 

What do you want people to know about Ewing 
High School that they might not know? I want 
people to know that I feel as though Ewing has 
afforded me countless opportunities; it is not the 
school you go to but rather what you make of that 
which you are offered. Through my time at Ewing, 
I have grown both as a whole and intellectually.

EHS Bowler Rolls  

Perfect Game!

In the pantheon of ath-
letic accomplishments, 
there are things like a 
no-hitter in baseball and 
a perfect 10 in gymnas-
tics, but in bowling the 
dream achievement for 
anyone who has stepped 
up to the lanes is crystal 
clear-roll a 300…a per-
fect game!

It’s very hard, and extremely rare, but a Ew-
ing High School student-athlete actually accom-
plished this during a scholastic athletic compe-
tition. Senior Malcolm Richards knocked down 
every pin in front of him as the Blue Devils de-
feated Bordentown at Slocum’s Bowling Center.

“It was very exciting to watch,” EHS Head 
Bowling Coach Dave Angebranndt stated. “By the 
latter stages of his game, everyone knew some-
thing special was happening, and we all gathered 
around him excitedly. When Malcolm got that last 
strike, he was mobbed by his teammates.”

The Blue Devils Bowling team, always one of 
the top programs in the state, is off to another 
strong start this season, and with bowlers like 
Richards, it’s certainly no surprise.

“It’s hard enough to bowl a 300 on a leisurely 
Sunday afternoon at the lanes,” Angebranndt ob-
served. “But to do it in an actual competition is 
very hard, and quite impressive. We are all proud 
of Malcolm.” 

Congratulations to the EHS Boys 2019-2020 
Winter Track Team on their Central Jersey 
Group II Sectional Championship win!

EHS Girls Bowling team wins NJSIAA Cen-
tral Jersey Group II Sectional Championship for 
the first time in school history!

Congratulations to Jazmyn 
Willis who received the High 
Series Award (726) at the sec-
tional bowling tournament.

Jazmyn also finished 5th in 
the State for Girls individual 
Bowling. 

Congratulations to the FMS Girls Basketball team 
as they won the Mercer County Middle School 
Championship to cap an undefeated season!

EHS Girls Bowling Excels
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March 2020 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Mar 2-6 Antheil - PTO Book Fair
Mar 3 Antheil - Literary Festival &  
  PTO Book Fair Parent Night @ 6:30pm 
 FMS & Elementary School Progress Reports 
 EHS Progress Reports S2 T1 Q1 
Mar 4 Antheil - Spring Picture Day 
 Lore - Title I Literary Festival @ 6:30pm
Mar 5 Parkway - Pajama Reading Night @ 6:30pm 
 Lore - LPA Meeting @ 7pm
Mar 9 Parkway - PTA 5th Grade Community Meeting @ 6:30pm
 Parkway - PTA Meeting @ 7pm
Mar 10 FMS - FPA Meeting @ 6:30pm
Mar 12 Parkway - Spring Picture Day
 POAC Event: Overview of Guardianship & Estate Planning  
  6:30pm @ EHS
Mar 16 BOE Meeting @ 7pm (Public Session @ 8pm)  
  FMS Auditorium 
  (Preliminary Budget Presentation/Tentative Budget Approval)
Mar 18 EHS presents Seussical The Musical! -  
  Senior Citizen Performance @ 6pm 
Mar 19 Antheil - PTO Meeting @ 6:45pm 
 EHS presents Seussical The Musical! @ 7:30pm
Mar 20 EHS presents Seussical The Musical! @ 7:30pm
Mar 21 EHS presents Seussical The Musical! @ 2pm  
  (Meet the Characters @ 1pm) 
 EHS presents Seussical The Musical! @ 7:30pm
Mar 25 FMS - 5th Grade Parent Orientation @ 6:30pm
Mar 26 Parents Educating Parents (PEP) Meeting -  
  5:30pm @ EHS Cafeteria 
 Planning for Adult Life w/ ARC of NJ - 6pm @ EHS Cafeteria 
  (Yes, Your Child Can Work! Working Toward  
  Employment For People with I/DD)

?Superintendent’s Office
609-538-9800 ext. 1102

Email: thullings@ewingboe.org
Website: www.ewing.k12.nj.us

For questions or information, please contact:

GoodNews is an official publication 
of The Ewing Public Schools

©2020 GoodNews

Design and Layout by 
Daniella Crescente

See Something – Say Something!
Ewing Public Schools

ANONYMOUS TIP HOTLINE
(609) 538-9800 X1199

Trust your Instincts!
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Instant Alert is an important communication tool for The Ewing Public 
Schools. A link is available on our website under Parent Information/School 
Closings. It is the responsibility of the parent/staff member to manage the 
profile for receiving alerts. Please update your profile.
If you are receiving alerts and are not a member of the Ewing Schools commu-
nity, please notify us (538-9800 X1102 or thullings@ewingboe.org). 

The Ewing Public Education Channel (FIOS31/Comcast 19) displays 
district and school information, concerts and awards presentations.

Virtual Backpacks, Calendars and Headlines pages on the website are 
where you will find up-to-the minute information on district-wide events, 
deadlines, fundraisers and interesting stories about our schools, students and 
staff. Ewing Recreation and other area events are posted in the VBP under 
Community Information.

Residency Investigation Hotline 538-9800 X8999
 Anonymous Tip Hotline 538-9800 X1199

Policies and Regulations: All current policies and regulations for The 
Ewing Public Schools are available on our website under the Board of 
Education/Board Policy/Regulation tab.

Community Connector: Contact Lauren Zablow at lzablow@ewingboe.org.

Register for March 2020 Kindergarten Roundup!Register for March 2020 Kindergarten Roundup!
Do you have a child or know a child who lives in Ewing Township 
who will be five years old on or before October 1st, 2020? If so, now 
is the time to pre-register for Kindergarten. Central Registration is 
now scheduling appointments for Kindergarten Roundup to be held 
at each of our elementary schools in March 2020. Please contact 
Registration at (609) 538-9800 extension 7181 or extension 7175. 
You may also email Registration to schedule an appointment at 
registration@ewingboe.org. PLEASE CALL TODAY!


