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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 

continued on page A2
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It is pretty well-known that the 
Ewing Schools have been a lead-
er in inclusive educational and 
athletic programming.

From a long-established close 
relationship with Special Olym-
pics, to embracing community in-
volvement in its offerings, to hav-
ing one of the first unified physical 
education classes and one of the 
most comprehensive unified ath-

letics programs, the school district has truly been 
a pioneer in embracing innovative instruction that 
promotes equity and inclusivity.

Now a new chapter has been written in that 
story, as two Ewing High School students who 
embody the very best of that programming have 
been selected to participate in the prestigious 
2022 Special Olympic USA games to be held in 
Orlando, Florida. 

Every four years, Special Olympics athletes 
from all over the United States compete in the 
Special Olympics USA Games. This year, more 
than 5,500 athletes will head to Orlando to com-
pete at the highest level.

This year, Ewing High School classmates 
Zachary Whyte and Kyle Delutis will proudly 
put on Team New Jersey garb and represent their 
state and school at this prestigious competition. 

Whyte will be there as an athlete, participating 
in track events, while Delutis will serve as a uni-
fied partner for bowling.

The 2022 Special Olympics USA Games will 
be held in Orlando, Florida from June 5-12, 
2022. More than 5,500 athletes and coaches rep-
resenting 50 state programs and the Caribbean, 
along with the support of tens of thousands of 
volunteers and spectators, will compete in 19 
Olympic-type team and individual sports. Being 
selected to be a part of this unique and inspiring 
athletic experience is a competitive process, one 
that Whyte and Delutis are thrilled to be a part of. 

In addition to Whyte and Delutis, New Jersey 
will be sending 138 athletes and Unified partners 
along with 37 coaches to compete in 14 of the 19 

sports being played at 2022 
USA Games.

Whyte has been par-
ticipating with the Special 
Olympics organization for 
over six years. He plays 
soccer, basketball, volley-
ball, and track. 

Delutis, a senior at EHS, has been participating 
in Special Olympics New Jersey for six years. 
In addition to his stellar bowling skills, which 
makes him a standout member of Ewing High 
School’s championship Boys Bowling team, he 
does Unified bocce and track and field. 

For Delutis, who works at Pennington Quality 
Market when not busy with his many activities, 
getting the call to become a member of Team 
New Jersey was one he will never forget.

“I was really happy when I found out I was 
chosen,” he stated. “I am truly proud to represent 
New Jersey at such an important event. I have vol-
unteered with Special Olympics for a long time 
and this is an amazing way to end my senior year.”

Whyte and Delutis are excited about this op-
portunity to partake in such a special event.

“Our main goal is to have fun and enjoy the ex-
perience,” Delutis shared. “We know how impor-
tant this event is for all of the athletes, so our goal 
is to have fun and help our team bring home gold!”

Being a member of Team New Jersey is certainly 
a memorable part of Whyte and Delutis’ résumé and 
bright future, Delutis is looking to attend college 
and continue to bowl competitively, but according 
to the Ewing Schools resident unified sports expert, 
District Supervisor David Hauserman, both are 
headed to even more exciting moments.

“Zack and Kyle are excellent students and won-
derful ambassadors of the Ewing Schools Unified 
Program,” Mr. Hauserman shared. “They are 
hard-working, caring and dedicated to the mis-
sion of Special Olympics, and we are thrilled to 
see them put on that Team New Jersey uniform.”

“Now I hope they go to Orlando and bring 
back some hardware to the Ewing Schools,” Mr. 
Hauserman concluded with a smile. 

EHS Students Head to Special Olympics USA Games! EHS Girls Soccer  
Earns Accolades

Coming off a competitive season in the ultra-
tough Colonial Valley Conference, a number of 
Coach Shannon Pedersen’s Ewing High Girls 
School Soccer players earned end of the year 
honors and accolades. 

Standout senior defender Lanie Picerno, one 
of the four captains of the squad, was named as 
a Mercer County Soccer Hall of Fame Annual 
Senior Game participant. Picerno, who provided 
senior leadership, experience and skill to a stout 
Blue Devils backline, was also selected for the 
prestigious Mercer 33 team. 

Fellow senior Midfielder Bella Latini, a ver-
satile player and a vocal leader of the team, was 
also named as a Mercer County Soccer Hall of 
Fame Annual Senior Game participant. 

Sophomore Shawnae Biggs, another team cap-
tain, was named to the All-CVC 3rd Team for 
her stellar play as a midfielder. Biggs’ speed and 
pace was a key part of the Blue Devils offense. 

Junior Sydney Smith, also a captain, earned 
CVC Honorable Mention recognition after a 
strong season as a forward for the Blue Devils. 
Smith has been one of the Blue Devils leading 
goal scorers for the past three seasons. 

Sierra Mitchell also earned CVC Honorable 
Mention recognition for her stellar play as a defend-
er, where the hardworking junior joined with Picer-
no to anchor the Blue Devils’ formidable backline. 

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
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January is School Board Recognition Month 
in New Jersey, in honor of the “countless hours, 
without remuneration” spent by nearly 5,000 lo-
cal board members who oversee operations in 
580 school districts.

Governor Phil Murphy has acknowledged the 
important role board members play in making 
New Jersey’s public schools among the best in 
the nation.

In honor of School Board Recognition Month, 
we asked our current Board members to share 
with us recollections of their favorite teacher!

Thank you to all BOE members past and present!

Ms. Lisa A. McConnell – President
My favorite teacher is easily 

Mrs. Steinmetz – I had her for 
second grade at Alfred Reed El-
ementary School.

Mrs. Steinmetz and I have 
stayed in contact since my el-
ementary school days. She is 

someone I always wanted in my life and knew 
I could turn to for help and guidance. She has 
a calming effect on everyone she comes in con-
tact with. Over the years she has been a source 
of support and advice whenever it was needed. I 
was thrilled that when my two daughters started 
school, she was the counselor at Antheil Elemen-
tary…our connection continued, and she became 
someone special to my girls as well. Knowing 
she was there for them at school every day made 
me feel they were in a safe space.

Everyone who knows Donna (as I now call her) 
appreciates and respects her. She has touched so 
many lives over the years it would be impossible 
to count the number. There is no one else I know 
that carries themselves with as much grace, em-
pathy, and love for everyone around her…she 
is one of the most selfless people you will ever 
meet…constantly giving of herself to make other 
people’s lives better.

I feel very lucky and grateful to have had her 
in my life all of these years. It makes me very 
happy to call her a friend and consider her a part 
of my family. I truly believe our world is a better 
place because she is in it! 

Mr. Anthony F. Messina – Vice-President
There are two and I would be 

remiss if I do not mention both.
Mr. Tom Patterson is wide-

ly known for his athletic and 
coaching accomplishments as 
a former Ewing High School 
standout athlete in both football 

and baseball and later during his 36 years as an 
assistant coach in football, soccer and baseball. 

Most importantly, he was tremendous academic 
teacher having taught his entire career in the Ew-
ing High School History Department. I had the 
great pleasure to have Mr. Patterson as a teacher 
for both US History and for an elective psychol-
ogy course that he taught at the time called "In-
dividual Values in Society". I consider to this day 
Mr. Patterson to be my "Academic Mentor" dur-
ing my high school years.

The second teacher is Mr. Jim Kovalsky who I 
consider to be my "Athletic Mentor". “Coach K” 
was an outstanding educator and a coach for both 
football and baseball for 34 Years in the Ewing 
Public Schools. I first met Coach K on a warm hu-
mid Saturday morning in August 1976 at Ewing 
High School prior to a EHS football scrimmage. 
It was a love affair that lasted until his passing in 
September of 2019. I had the great opportunity 
to be a ball boy, team manager, played for and 
coached alongside Coach K. I often drive by his 
most influential classroom - the football field and 
old practice field at what is now the Fisher Middle 
School and was once the Fisher Jr. High School. 
The lessons that I and so many other young men 
learned in those days have guided me as a person, 
parent, husband and professional that I am today, 
and was one of the driving forces behind my orig-
inal decision to run for a term on the Board. 

Dr. Channing C. Conway
My favorite teacher was ac-

tually a college professor at 
Morgan State University. His 
name was Dr. Michael Bayton 
and he taught me to be prepared 
and not waste anyone’s time. 
The lesson came after just a 

few classes and I watched him dismiss students 
from class if they had not completed the reading 
and were unable to engage in class discussions. 
While intimidating, I respected his stance. Hav-
ing no desire to be embarrassed by being sent 
home, I always came to class prepared to engage. 
This lesson has remained with me throughout my 
life and as a result, I always try to be prepared for 
any situation that arises. 

Mrs. Deborah A. Delutis
One of my favorite teachers 

was Mr. Dave Griffiths. I had 
him for Peer Leadership and 
Introduction to Psychology. He 
taught us to be good humans. It 
didn’t matter what path we were 
taking, as long as we were kind 

people. After graduation he continued to follow 
our lives and cheered us on. His support of his 
students was second to none. 

Mrs. Stephanie F. Staub
My favorite teacher is my 

second-grade teacher, Mrs. 
Donna Steinmetz. I have great 
memories of Mrs. Steinmetz 
and how she made me feel as 
a student. She made you want 
to go to class because learning 

was fun. I will always remember her reading 
"Charlotte’s Web" to us in class. We had a very 
close relationship which carried into my adult 
years. Mrs. Steinmetz was a counselor at my 
children's elementary school and her guidance to 
me as a parent through challenging moments was 
so special to me. Her dedication to listening and 
helping others was beyond typical. She is defi-
nitely the most special teacher I ever had, and the 
life lessons she taught me as child and as an adult 
will stay with me forever.

January is Board of Education Recognition Month!

EHS SOFTBALLEHS SOFTBALL’’S VAUGHN COMMITS S VAUGHN COMMITS 
TO STEVENSON UNIVERSITYTO STEVENSON UNIVERSITY

Ewing High School Softball’s Kyla Vaughn 
has committed to continue her academic and ath-
letic career at Stevenson University in Maryland. 

Following in the footsteps of her older sister 
Brianna, Vaughn began playing softball at the age 
of five and emerged as a standout player for the 
Blue Devils during her time at EHS. A versatile 
athlete, Vaughn is strong on the mound, can play 
any position on the field, and carries a clutch bat. 

Vaughn is also an outstanding student, and 
serves as a Peer Leader. She will be a team cap-
tain for the Blue Devils this spring. 

Vaughn looks to become a key contributor for 
a Stevenson softball program that is a perennial 
contender in the Middle Atlantic Commonwealth 
Conference. 

“Kyla is able to bring out the best in every-
one with her refreshing personality. She is gifted 
but yet humble,” EHS Softball Head Coach Dan 
Bernoski stated. “Ewing softball is very fortu-
nate to have a student-athlete like her and we are 
excited to see what she will do in her senior sea-
son and during her college career.”
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Senior Spotlight: Meet Cameron Rodriguez
Do you have a New Year’s 
resolution or goal you 
would like to share for 
2022? Honestly, 2022 is go-
ing to be a big year for me, 
especially having senior 
festivities, but so many new 
beginnings and big deci-
sions are coming. With that 

in mind, my New Year’s resolution is focusing on 
myself, what I really want, and staying true to my 
beliefs. My main goal is to be more confident in 
myself and the decisions I will make. I am looking 
forward to 2022 and I know it will be a great year!
What would you like people to know about 
Ewing High School? Something that people fail 
to realize is that Ewing High School is a very 
supportive community. From teachers, to admin-
istrators, to counselors, all aspects of the school 
want to see each student succeed. Most go above 
and beyond to support the students and make 
sure everyone is heading on the path to success, 
it is truly one of Ewing’s strongest assets. 
What has been your favorite class to date and 
why would you encourage another student 
to take that class? My favorite class to date is 
Business Organization and Management. I took 
this class the semester before the pandemic and it 
was my absolute favorite. It is very informative 
about all aspects of business, like types of busi-
nesses, ways to run a business, and more. You 
also learn about managing these businesses and 
the roles of a manager. 
In which activities do you participate in school? 
Starting off the school year, I am a Fall Cheer-

leader and was captain this last season. After 
that, I am a student director for the EHS Musical 
and in the spring, I am a manager for the Boys 
Lacrosse team. I am also a Peer Leader and a part 
of the National Honor Society at EHS. 
What awards or acknowledgements have you 
received in school and/or outside of school? I 
have made honor roll all four years at EHS, and 
was accepted into National Honor Society and 
Peer Leadership programs. Being captain for the 
Varsity Cheerleading team was very fun, and we 
won 1st Place in our division at the CVC Cheer 
Competition in 2018. 
Who is your favorite teacher? My favorite 
teacher is Mrs. Hewlett! She is the sweetest and 
funniest person I’ve ever met. Not only is she a 
great teacher and very knowledgeable in every-
thing she teaches but her lessons make the sub-
ject even more interesting. Her love for the sub-
ject she teaches shines through in the way she is 
able to keep a class engaged. All around a great 
woman and someone I look up to. 
Who or what has impacted your life in a posi-
tive way? The people that have positively im-
pacted my life the most are my family. They are 
always supportive, give me the best advice, and 
love me the most. My parents and siblings bring 
so much light into my life and I would not be 
who I am without their influence. 
What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? I plan on moving on to a 
four year university where I will study Dental 
Hygiene and one day become a Dental Hygienist. 
What is your favorite quote? "It is always 
hardest before the breakthrough!"

EHS FOOTBALL DOMINATES WJFL 
VALLEY DIVISION ALL-STAR HONORS

Coming off a division championship and a 
state playoff appearance, the talented members 
of the Ewing High School Football Team domi-
nated the West Jersey Football League Valley 
Division All-Star Honors. 

The prolific senior passing tandem of Quar-
terback Tariq McKinney and Wide Receiver 
Tyreek Rollins received First Team All-Division 
recognition. The duo, who lit up the scoreboard 
throughout the season, both ended up amongst 
statewide passing and receiving leaders, with 
Rollins racking up a 1,000-yard receiving season 
and finishing amongst the top touchdown scorers 
in high school football.

Dynamic Running Back Isaiah Harrison, a ter-
rific compliment to the high-flying passing game 
of the Blue Devils, also earned First Team honors.

Two of the linemen who paved the way for the 
electrifying Blue Devils offense, Jarel McEwen and 
Nevin Davila, also garnered First Team recognition.

On the defensive side of the ball, four Blue 
Devils earned First Team All Division honors, led 
by senior Kyle Stokes a versatile, rangy defensive 
back who made plays all over the field. Class-
mate Tytus Toliver, who anchored the Ewing de-
fense from his middle linebacker position, joined 
Stokes on the First Team. Two defensive lineman, 
DeShan Kelly and Dorian Williams, both interior 
disruptive forces, also earned top accolades.

A number of other EHS gridiron standouts 
also received Second Team and Honorable Men-
tion Recognition:
Second Team
Defensive Line -  
Dante Hall
Defensive Line - 
George Horton
Linebacker -  
Kenric Davis

Linebacker -  
D’Mitri Johnson
Punter - Jose Ovalle

Honorable Mention
Offensive Line -  
Daniel Dowers

Parkway 2nd Grade Holiday Helpers 

Parkway’s second graders spread holiday cheer 
to troops serving overseas who could not be home 
for the holidays. Students and their families donat-

ed items for Operation Yellow Ribbon’s “Holiday 
Goodie Drop” to help send care packages to the 
troops. Many families donated items ranging from 
coffee and tea to candy canes and cookies. Due to 
Covid-19, all items were store bought and pre-pack-
aged. One student shared, “It is important to help 
the soldiers because...they protect our country.” An-
other student said, “Everyone deserves to celebrate 
the holidays, even those who can’t be home.”

FMS 2021 Climate Change Conference
Mrs. DeBaun 

and Mr. Malat-
esta's 6th Grade 
Science classes 
participated in 
a 2021 Climate 

Change Conference over four days. The confer-
ence coincided with the timing of the COP26 

(Glasgow Climate Conference). During the four 
days, students researched, presented, debated, and 
voted on the best solutions to solve the climate cri-
sis. Some of the solutions included renewable ener-
gies, green/electric vehicles, carbon and methane 
capture. They asked each other insightful questions 
and learned how not only world leaders, but all 
people, can make a difference for our future.
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January 2022 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Jan 3 Welcome Back to School – Happy New Year! 
 BOE Organization Meeting @ FMS – 7pm

Jan 5 FMS - Winter Band Concert @ 7pm

Jan 6 FMS - Winter Orchestra Concert @ 7pm

Jan 11 FMS - FPA Meeting @ 6:30pm

Jan 12 EHS - Winter Vocal Concert @ 7pm

Jan 13 FMS - Winter Vocal Concert @ 7pm

Jan 17 SCHOOL CLOSED – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jan 19 EHS - Winter Band & Orchestra @ 7pm

Jan 26-28 EHS - Early Dismissal – Exams 12:15pm

Jan 28 EHS - End of S1 T2 Q4 
 FMS - End of 2nd Marking Period 
 Elementary Schools - End of 2nd Marking Period

Jan 31 SCHOOL CLOSED – Students in Grades 6-12 
 SCHOOL CLOSED – O’Brien Academy 
 EARLY DISMISSAL – Elementary Schools 1:40pm 
 EARLY DISMISSAL – Antheil Full Day Preschool 1pm 
 Elementary Schools – NO AM Integrated Preschool

Happy New Year!
Happy New Year! So what does this year have in store for us? It’s 

TWENTY TWENTY-TWO with so much to do, to get done and to 
get accomplished! Here we go!

The Ewing Public Education Foundation (EPEF) is a non-profit 
educational organization based here in Ewing, NJ. We award funds 
to unique educational programs through grant requests submitted 
by Ewing School District’s teachers and administrators. EPEF ap-
proves these funds for programs designed to CONNECT, INNO-
VATE, and INSPIRE our students for success. Our focus begins 
with our grants.

Soon, the EPEF Scholarship Program window will open. We 
award scholarships to graduating EHS seniors pursuing higher edu-
cation in accredited colleges, universities, or vocational institutions. 
EPEF is proud of our scholarship programs growth from the first 
$500 in the years 2012 and 2013 to an average of $7000 per gradu-
ation year since.

EPEF meets its goals through contributions from corporate do-
nors, but also through personal donations from individuals such as 
you. There’s more we wish to accomplish in our continual support 
of the Ewing Public Schools, but we need your help. Please visit us 
at www.epef.org for information on how to make a donation. No 
amount is too small. We hope you can support our mission.

Thank you,
EPEF Trustees

Please visit our website daily for up-to-the 
minute information: www.ewing.k12.nj.us

 
Ewing Public Schools 
Central Registration 

609-538-9800 ext. 7175 or 7181 
registration@ewingboe.org 
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All Round-Up Events 
will be held at Antheil 
School in March/April 
by appointment only.  

*Online Registration 
must be completed to 

receive an 
appointment. 

Registration opens on 
JANUARY 3, 2022 

 Visit our website to 
register: 

www.ewing.k12.nj.us 
 

Child must be 5 years old on or 
before October 1, 2022, and 

reside in Ewing with Parent or 
Legal Guardian. 

Happy Holidays! 

STAYING STRONG —  
Moving Forward


