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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 
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Mr. John Kocubinski: Ewing High School

As a Family and Consumer Science Teacher at 
EHS, Mr. Kocubinski brings real world experi-
ence to his classroom and teaches his students 
all about the food and hospitality industry. In his 
always bustling classroom, students learn to un-
derstand the concept of teamwork in a restaurant 
and why it is important to learn all the facets of 
the industry. 

Many of Mr. Kocubinski's students go on to 
work in the industry or look to continue their 
studies in the Culinary Arts. Mr. Kocubinski’s 
prevailing attitude is “I try to make every student 
that enters my class feel like a Chef!”

A Rider University graduate, Mr. Kocubinski 
started his career at Ewing High School in Feb-
ruary 2015. He is also in his 12th year teaching as 
a Pastry Arts Adjunct lecturer and Chef Instruc-
tor for Rowan University at Burlington County 
College at the Culinary Arts Center in Mt. Holly, 
New Jersey. He continues to share his expertise 
and leads by example with his work ethic on a 
daily basis even during the pandemic.

“Mr. Kocubinski is an asset to our school as 
he provides students with meaningful learning 
experiences and lifelong skills in the area of 
Culinary Arts. In the last five years that Mr. Ko-
cubinski has taught at Ewing High School our 
Culinary Arts program has grown tremendously. 
More and more students are interested in taking 
Culinary Arts and we now offer Culinary Arts II 
and III. Our Culinary Arts classes are some of 
our largest and most popular in the school,” Prin-
cipal Chmiel stated.

Mr. Kocubinski also works well with the Life 
Skills students making fun, challenging menus 
based on the students’ suggestions. Mr. Kocubin-
ski has developed a Culinary Arts Club that has 
worked with the Unified Club to make pies and 
even hosted “A Make your own Pizza Night”.

Ms. Sarah Burdick: Fisher Middle School

Ms. Sarah Burdick joined the Fisher Middle 
School staff in September of 2015 as a Language 
Arts Teacher after she graduated from The Col-
lege of New Jersey with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Italian Language and Culture and a Master’s de-
gree in Teaching. 

From her earliest days at Fisher, Ms. Burdick 
became known for her innovative, student-cen-
tered approach in the Language Arts classroom.

“Sarah is truly deserving of the New Jersey 
Governor's Educator of the Year Award for Fisher 
Middle School,” Principal Maggy Hanna stated. 
“In her six years as a teacher, she has significantly 
impacted the lives of hundreds of students. Sarah 
is an outstanding teacher, who puts students at the 
center of their learning. Each and every day she 
designs instruction and activities that challenge 
students to read, write, and think critically.” 

Ms. Burdick's passion for teaching extends 
beyond the classroom. She seeks opportunities 
to contribute to the school community, whether 
it is through participation in school committees, 
extra-curricular activities or providing profes-
sional development. 

Congratulations to Ms. Burdick on this well-
deserved award and accomplishment from the 
entire Fisher School Community!

Mrs. Michele Dagenais: Antheil Elementary

Mrs. Dagenais first joined the Antheil School 
family in 2011 as a long-term replacement teach-
er. She is currently teaching in a first grade inclu-
sion class for the 2020-2021 school year.

Mrs. Dagenais graduated from Rider Univer-
sity with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Edu-
cation and Psychology. 

“Mrs. Dagenais strives to create lessons that are 
developmentally appropriate, engaging and mean-
ingful,” Principal Kip Harrison stated. “She employs 
multisensory techniques to ensure she is meeting the 
differing needs and learning styles in her classroom.” 

Mrs. Dagenais values continuing education 
and is dedicated to professional growth. She par-
ticipated in math and literacy book clubs and at-
tended workshops outside the district. This past 
summer, Mrs. Dagenais enrolled in a 30-hour 
phonics course to learn best practices for teach-
ing reading to struggling learners. 

“Mrs. Dagenais is a true asset to the Antheil 
Elementary School community,” added Prin-
cipal Harrison. “Her driving motivation has al-
ways been the best interests of her students and 
she continually goes above and beyond when it 
comes to her students and their learning styles. 
She is hardworking, dedicated and tries to be the 
best teacher she can be.”

Mrs. Alison Price: Lore Elementary

Mrs. Alison Price is a proud graduate of the 
Ewing High School Class of 2002!

Mrs. Price graduated from Montclair State 
University with her Bachelor’s degree in Family 
and Child Studies with a concentration in Early 
and Middle Childhood.

Mrs. Alison Price is not only Lore's Educator 
of the Year, but she is also a product of the Ewing 
Township Public Schools. Mrs. Price attended 
Parkway Elementary School and is very proud 
of the time she spent as a Parkway Panther. She 
graduated from Ewing High School and attended 
Montclair State University, where she graduated 
Summa Cum Laude. Mrs. Price was first hired 
as a long-term substitute at Lore Elementary 
School in 2006 and was hired to teach second 
grade in 2007. Mrs. Price currently teaches first 
grade, where she loves to work with students to 
help them develop a solid foundation for a love 
of learning and success, especially in literacy. 

This year, Mrs. Price is teaching virtually, and 
parents could not be more appreciative of all that 
she does for her students. Whether it's the stories 

The Ewing Schools Announce 2020-21 Educators of the Year!
The Ewing Schools is proud to announce the district’s recipients of the 2020-21 Governor’s Educator of Year awards.
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Senior Spotlight: Meet Kylie King 
Do you have any ‘words 
of wisdom’ to share 
with your classmates as 
we are still navigating 
the COVID-19 health 
crisis? The best advice I 
could give to my peers is 
to take time for yourself. 
Self-care and mental 

health are important now more than ever. 

What do you want people to know about Ewing 
High School that they might not know? Ewing 
High School is a very tight knit community and has 
a space for everyone. I’ve met some of my closest 
friends through clubs and school organizations.

In which activities do you participate in 
school? I’m currently president of the Environ-
mental Club and a member of National Honors 
Society and Peer Leadership. Up until this year, 
I was involved in the school orchestra and the pit 
orchestra for the musical where I played the cello.

What activities do you participate in outside of 
school? I’m a part of the Princeton University Pre-
paratory Program (PUPP) which is a college pre-
paratory program for high achieving economically 
challenged income students. Up until this year I 
was also the Student Ambassador for the Ewing 
Township Green Team where I helped high school 
students get involved with the township’s projects.

Who is your favorite teacher and/or coach 
why? My favorite teacher is Mr. Hammer be-
cause he has always been enthusiastic about bi-
ology and is always willing to help me. I had him 
for both Honors Bio my sophomore year and AP 
Bio this year. I also got the opportunity to work 
with Mr. Hammer outside of the classroom dur-
ing Environmental Club meetings. My freshman 
and sophomore year he helped the club build 
garden beds and a greenhouse in the school’s 
courtyard.

Who or what has impacted your life in a posi-
tive way? My mom and sister are my #1 sup-
porters and have helped shape me into who I am 
today. They are always there for me and I would 
not have survived high school had it not been for 
their endless love and support.

How do you define success? For me, success 
looks like doing what I am passionate about and 
surrounding myself with people who share the 
same values as me.

What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? I’m excited to announce 
that I will be attending Middlebury College in 
the fall! I plan on majoring in Global and Inter-
national Studies with a concentration in Environ-
mental Change. I’m looking forward to learning 
how to ski and being able to take advantage of 
Vermont’s beautiful outdoors.

EHS Dayne Ellis Recognized as 
2020 Scholar-Leader-Athlete
 Ewing High School Football student-athlete 

Dayne Ellis was selected by the Delaware Val-
ley Chapter of the National Football Foundation 
and College Hall of Fame as the 2020 Scholar-
Leader-Athlete for Ewing High School. It is a 
tremendous honor for Dayne to be recognized by 
his teachers, coaches, classmates and teammates 
for his efforts in the classroom and on the field.

The Delaware Valley Chapter of National 
Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
will be holding their 59th Annual George Wah 
Awards Event virtually on a Sunday in March 
where they will honor the top area scholar-ath-
letes in the area from the 2020 football season.

The Ewing Public Schools 
Reorganizes for 2021

The Ewing Township Board of Education met 
virtually on January 4th to conduct the annual 
BOE reorganization meeting.

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Dennis Nettleton opened the meeting and read into 
the record the official results of the November BOE 
election. He then conducted the oath of office for re-
turning Board member Dr. Channing Conway, who 
was elected to his second term on the Board, and 
new members Jennifer Miller and Tyrone Miller.

The Board then conducted its election for Presi-
dent, which resulted in the nomination and unani-
mous selection of Lisa McConnell, who is in her 
second term on the Board of Education. McCon-
nell served as the Board’s president this past year 
and will continue in the role for 2021. The Board 
then unanimously elected Anthony Messina as 
Vice President. Mr. Messina is in his third term as 
a member of the Board and has previously served 
as both Board president and vice-president. 

The Board also approved its meeting calendar for 
2021, which is posted to the website under the Board 
of Education/Ewing BoardDocs/Library/Events.

she reads to engage young learners, activities she 
plans to ignite their thinking, or the surprises she 
leaves on their doorsteps, Mrs. Price's passion 
and dedication is undeniable. 

Principal Kawalek expressed sincere apprecia-
tion for all that Mrs. Price does for the students 
of Lore Elementary School." Mrs. Price's deter-
mination to make a difference in the life of every 
student she touches is irrefutable. The energy 
in her classroom is palpable, it's a place where 
young learners are excited to go every day. It 
doesn't matter if she's teaching students in-per-
son or virtually, Mrs. Price's ability to make her 
students feel loved, supported, and encouraged, 
while moving every student forward in his or her 
learning, is amazing to watch." 

Mrs. Colleen Czajkowski: Parkway Elementary

Mrs. Czajkowski graduated from Rider Uni-
versity with her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and Communication, Interpersonal 
Relations and a minor in Middle School with a 
concentration in Mathematics. She graduated 
from Montclair State University with her Mas-
ter’s degree in Educational Leadership.

Mrs. Czajkowski joined the Parkway El-
ementary School educators in September 2011. 
While at Parkway Elementary School, Mrs. Cza-
jkowski has worked to be a staff member who 
is resourceful, professional and a mentor to new 
teachers and students. She regularly exchanges 
suggestions for program improvement and in-
structional changes with her fourth grade team. 
Trunk or Treat, Pancake Breakfast, Fourth grade 
concerts and Pajama Reading Night are a few of 
the evening family events where Mrs. Czajkows-
ki attends to assist and facilitate activities. 

During her time at Parkway School, Colleen has 
coached the Odyssey of the Mind team and helped 
to develop and facilitate the Pasta Dinner/Basket 
Auction which benefitted the Odyssey of the Mind 
team and the Instrumental Music program. Colleen 
is a teacher who always has a smile on her face and 
cheerful greetings in her heart. In her classroom 
students feel honored, respected, challenged, cared 
for and loved. Even when needing to be stern Col-
leen does it in a way where the student is able to 
understand and take responsibility for their wrong 
choices without feeling downtrodden.

“Since being a principal at Parkway Elemen-
tary School, I always enjoy my time in Colleen’s 
classroom watching her ignite a spark in her 
students that gets them excited about learning,” 
shared Principal Nicole Harris. “Her prevailing 
attitude is that learning is fun and we can learn 
from each other as we navigate this new informa-
tion together. Being in her classroom is always a 
time for adventure and learning in academics and 
in student self-discovery.” 

>> continued from page 1
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Finally, sophomore Field Hockey Maureen 
Lepold was named as the Trentonian Unsung 
Player of the Year for Ewing High School. 

“We are proud of all of our student-athletes 
who represented Ewing High School during this 
challenging season,” Athletic Director Ernie 
Covington stated. “Congratulations to those who 
were honored on all of their achievements!”

It was a fall sports season unlike any other, but 
one thing was similar to past years-Ewing High 
School student-athletes adding to the rich history 
of the school’s athletic tradition by excelling in 
their respective sports.

It was a short, but tremendously exciting season, 
for Ewing High School football, highlighted by a 
frenetic and thrilling high scoring victory over Al-
lentown in what would turn out to be the team’s 
final game. Several Blue Devils were recognized 
for their exceptional efforts on the gridiron.

Electrifying Senior Running Back Gabe Abel 
was named to the Times of Trenton All Area 
Squad after racking up 860 yards on just 77 car-
ries with 11 total touchdowns.

Freshman sensation Kamar Archie was named 
to the Times of Trenton All Area Team after 
bursting on to the scene with an impressive 
rookie campaign, leading the Blue Devils with 
56 tackles and five sacks.

Leading the way was Senior Defensive End 
Aaron Forde, who was a terror for opposing of-
fenses all season, and a veritable sack machine. 
Forde was named the Times of Trenton Defen-
sive Player of the Year, also garnering a spot on 
the All Area Team.

Over on the pitch, Boys Soccer standout Se-
nior Aaron Zaggi earned Honorable Mention All-
CVC Honors, as did Girls Soccer counterparts 
Sophomores Hazel Penner and Sierra Mitchell. 
Fellow Blue Devil booters Abigail Buker and 
Marian Ordonez on the Girls Side, and William 
Bolmer and Anthony Cruz from the Boys, were 
selected to participate in the prestigious Mooch 
Senior All Star Soccer Game.

In November, Jennifer L. 
Miller and Tyrone A. Miller, Jr. 
were elected to their first terms as 
members of the Ewing Township 
Board of Education.

The two are not related, although 
Jennifer Miller is married to BOE 
member Michael Miller, who is in 
his second year of his initial term as 
a member of the Board.

Jennifer Miller is a Middle School ELA Teach-
er for the South Brunswick Schools. She has a 
Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education/Eng-
lish from The College of New Jersey, a Master's 
Degree in Educational Administration from Rider 
University and is currently working on her doc-
torate in Educational Leadership with a focus on 
Educational and Community Organizations at the 
American College of Education. She currently has 
three students in the Ewing Schools, is a member 
of the Fisher Parent Association, and has previ-
ously served on the Lore Parents Association. 

Tyrone Miller is a teen facilitator with a Cen-
tral Jersey Health Consortium and a seven-year 
Ewing resident who lives with his wife Kenyan-
na and his two children, Miron, a former Ewing 
High school student-athlete who is now in col-
lege, and Tyannna, who is in the 11th grade.

“We are excited to welcome Mrs. Miller and 
Mr. Miller to the Board,” Superintendent Michael 
Nitti stated. “We look forward to their efforts and 
contributions to the Board as we focus on mov-
ing the district forward and promoting student 
achievement in all our schools and programs.” 

Ewing BOE Welcomes 
New Members

EHS FALL ATHLETES HONORED

Top left: Kamar Archie; Bottom left: Gabe Abel; 
Right: Aaron Forde

Top left: Hazel Penner; Bottom left: Sierra Mitchell; 
Right: Aaron Zaggi

Top left: Abigail Buker; Bottom left: William Bolmer; 
Top right: Marian Ordonez; Bottom right: Anthony Cruz

Maureen Lepold

FMS’ virtual 8th grade science program chal-
lenged students with the task of assisting a group 
of engineers, on a secret Moon mission, stranded 
from their Moon Base, in need of tools to fix 
their Lunar Vehicle. 

Implementing the Engineering Design Pro-
cess, students gathered what recyclable materials 
that they could, researched, designed, and devel-
oped an LTV C.A.R.T. (Lunar Transport Vehicle 
… Carries All of the Right Tools) to facilitate 
the successful completion of the mission.
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February 2021 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Feb 1 SCHOOL CLOSED – Grades 6-12 ONLY & O’Brien Academy 
 Early Dismissal K-5 ONLY @ 1:40pm (No PM Aftercare/EDP)
Feb 4 FMS - Virtual Movie Night @ 5pm
Feb 5 FMS & Elementary - 2nd Marking Period Report Cards 
  (Genesis Parent Access)
Feb 6 Parkway - Annual Pandemic-Style Pancake Breakfast  
  @ 10am–11am (Go to Parkway website for details)
Feb 11 EHS - Virtual 2nd Semester Back to School Night 
Feb 15 SCHOOL CLOSED – Presidents’ Day
Feb 22 BOE Meeting @ 7pm; Public Session @ 8pm
Feb 24 Early Dismissal K-8 ONLY – Parent Conferences  
  (No PM Aftercare/EDP)

Calling on All 
EHS Graduating Seniors 

EPEF Announces 2021 Scholarship Applications
The Ewing Public Education Foundation formally and proudly 

announces its 2020–2021 scholarship program and allocation of 
awards in the following categories:

• EPEF: The Wayne Staub Presidential Scholarship 
• EPEF: Ewing Public Education Foundation Leadership 

Scholarship 
• EPEF: The Vincent J. Sciarrotta Community Service 

Leadership Scholarship 
• EPEF: Church & Dwight Academic and Community 

Service Scholarship 

Each Scholarship will be awarded to a Ewing High School grad-
uating senior preparing to enter an accredited college, university 
or trade school. Applications will be made available thru the guid-
ance office.

Nicholas Vellenga, a 2019–2020 recipient of the Wayne Staub 
Presidential Scholarship for EPEF, states, “Despite the difficulties 
of 2020, I managed to secure an A in each of my college classes, 
leaving me with a 4.0 GPA to start off my college career. I just 
wanted to give my thanks once again to EPEF, as it’s because of 
your support that I was able to reach such a result at Georgia Tech. 
I hope to continue in this same direction as the next semester be-
gins and to make the most of the opportunity I’ve been given.” We 
are so proud to be a small part of Nicholas’ success. We hope you 
will be our next scholarship winner.

The Ewing Public Education Foundation’s mission is to provide 
grants to The Ewing Public School district for innovative educa-
tional programs through tax free funding. The grants recognize 
and meet the need for educational opportunities in the creativity of 
our teachers, educators and administrators.

To give to EPEF, please go to www.epef.org. Thank you to our 
supporters and partners. We would not be able to do what we do 
without you!

Emergency School Closings
We will communicate during emergencies via our official 

communication portals: the district website, Instant Alert, Channel 
19/31. Twitter is not an official emergency communication tool.

If there is bad winter weather, the school community should be ready 
for the possibility of having a traditional “school closed/snow day” or 
prepared for a district-wide virtual day of learning. Since all of our 
schools are running on an early dismissal schedule anyway, the choice 
this year will be either school being closed, or a virtual learning day.

Notice of Board of Education Meetings 
The Ewing Township Board of Education has scheduled the following 
Board Meetings. All meetings are regular business meetings unless 
otherwise noted. Board Meetings commence at 7:00PM at which 
time the Board may convene in Closed Session for one hour and return 
to Public Session at 8:00PM. Formal Action Will or May Be Taken. 

2021 Ewing Township Board of Education
 Ms. Lisa A. McConnell,  Mr. Anthony F. Messina,  
 President  Vice President
 Dr. Channing C. Conway Mr. Michael S. Miller
 Mrs. Deborah A. Delutis Mr. Tyrone A. Miller, Jr.

 Ms. Deborah A. Jones Mrs. Stephanie F. Staub

DATES:
January 25, 2021

February 22, 2021 
(Preliminary Budget Overview)

March 15, 2021
(Preliminary Budget Presentation/ 
Tentative Budget Approval)

April 26, 2021
(Public Hearing on Budget/ 
Approval of Final Budget)

May 24, 2021

June 28, 2021

July 26, 2021

August 23, 2021

September 27, 2021

October 25, 2021

November 22, 2021

December 20, 2021

January 3, 2022
(Board Organization Meeting)
NOTE: There will be NO Closed Session 
unless otherwise specified

Please visit our website daily for up-to-the 
minute information: www.ewing.k12.nj.us


