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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.

Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.

On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School. Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium.

The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life
before, during and after the Holocaust. Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in
the years to come. In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.

The twelvestudent adoptersare DaveAngebranndt,
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett,
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones,
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.

The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 

continued on page A2
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Dear Ewing Community, 
It is truly my pleasure 

to introduce myself as 
your next superintendent 
of schools. I would like to 
thank the Ewing Board of 
Education for entrusting 
me with the tremendous 
responsibility of caring for 
the community’s students. 

Additionally, I would like to thank Mr. Nitti for his 
many years of service to the Ewing community and 
wish him the best in his retirement. My mission to 
provide every student the opportunity to achieve their 
dreams through education was forged long before I 
stepped foot in a classroom. My father, an Italian im-
migrant, overcame learning challenges to become a 
self-taught mechanical engineer who, through sheer 
drive and determination, founded a successful fam-
ily HVAC business. My mother owned a small hair 
styling business that operated out of her shop built by 
my father in the basement of our modest home in a 
working-class small-town, USA.

The value of education was nurtured through-
out my childhood. My parents, who always want-
ed more for their children, insisted we study hard 
and receive the best education possible. My sister 
earned a Ph.D. in accounting while I fell in love 
with teaching and learning. As a teenager, I was a 
swimming instructor for younger children; it was 
then that I discovered my passion for teaching. 
Schoolwork did not always come easy for me, strug-
gling especially with reading; until, as a freshman 
in college, a learning consultant ensured I received 
help to overcome this obstacle. From that point for-
ward, I enjoyed a new world of reading, learning, 
and helping others become successful learners. I 
tutored local high school students to help work my 

Ewing Public Schools Welcome New Superintendent, Dr. David Gentile!
way through college and, in doing so, confirmed my 
love for teaching and learning.

My family was not one of great means; however, 
I had some success on the athletic field which af-
forded me access to an education. I attribute my 
personal work ethic to my experience as a student, 
athlete, and employee. I vividly remember extreme-
ly long days as I worked in our family HVAC busi-
ness, maintained good grades, and participated in 
baseball and football. 

I started my formal career in education in 1998 
with the Millville Public School District as an el-
ementary school teacher and high school baseball 
and football coach. My own experiences helped 
me connect with my young students and help them 
understand themselves better as learners. I gravi-
tated to instructing students who had learning ob-
stacles, ultimately leading me to teach in an alterna-
tive eighth-grade program I helped design for the 
Runnemede Public School District.

In 2003, I officially started my leadership career 
as a middle school vice principal and I was later 
promoted to the position of principal in Runnemede. 
In 2008, I became the Superintendent of Schools in 
the Mount Holly Public School District. Working 
collaboratively with my team, we achieved many 
improvements and successes: reducing school vio-
lence, improving student achievement, and finding 
and addressing inequities. I learned how to work 
effectively with stakeholders throughout the school 
community, through a collaborative effort to pass a 
comprehensive bond referendum and oversee mul-
tiple capital improvement projects. 

In 2010, I was appointed Superintendent of 
Schools in the Millville Public School District. 
I spent the next decade working with staff and 
community members on a shared vision to create 
a world-class district. Together, we realized many 

improvements and successes: student achievement, 
establishing a professional community dedicated 
to instructional improvement, creating a system of 
classroom walkthroughs, and establishing a com-
prehensive professional development approach. 
Our professional work was recognized by both 
McRel and ASCD as they featured the district’s ef-
forts in their video series Classroom Instruction that 
Works. I also worked collaboratively in Millville to 
secure New Jersey Department of Education fund-
ing to address crowding and capacity issues, as well 
as other long-standing educational concerns. As a 
result, the district received over one-hundred mil-
lion dollars in additional state funding to complete 
a comprehensive renovation project that completely 
overhauled the existing high school campus. 

In 2019, I was appointed Superintendent of 
Schools in the Voorhees Township School District, 
where I worked with staff and community members 
to create a much-needed redistricting plan, to ad-
vance full-day kindergarten and the construction 
of an early childhood center, as well as integrating 
more technology into classroom instruction. Like 
school leaders throughout the country, I navigated 
uncharted territory of the world-wide COVID pan-
demic. In 2022, I became the Chief Academic Of-
ficer of the Cumberland County Technical High 
School District, where I was responsible for student 
admissions, equity, curriculum/instruction, and var-
ious other special projects for the district. 

I have been happily married for over 22 years. 
My wife and I are raising two children, who are 17 
and 13 years of age. I am extremely excited to be 
the next school superintendent for the Ewing Public 
School District. I am looking forward to working 
collaboratively with all of you to ensure our stu-
dents receive an exceptional education and are pre-
pared for the world following graduation.

Sincerely, Dr. David Gentile, Superintendent

Happy Holidays!
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The annual battle for flag football supremacy 
known as the Powder Puff tournament took place 
on the EHS turf on Monday, November 7th. In the 
opening round of games, the juniors defeated the 
freshmen behind standout performances from Joi 
Johnson, Rhian Stokes, Isabelle Hanlin, Vienna 
Latini, and Valeria Velez. On the other half of the 

ESL Family Night a  
Night to Celebrate

ESL families from across the district celebrated 
the new school year with a graduation ceremony. 
This year, the ESL program across the district cel-
ebrated twenty-nine students, who were eligible to 
exit the program during 2020, 2021, and 2022. Our 
graduates earned the distinction of scoring above a 
4.5 on the ACCESS for ELL's assessment, which 
is administered in schools across the country. A 
composite score of 4.5 or above indicates that stu-
dents have achieved a proficient rating and no lon-
ger need ESL services. Our graduates will continue 
to receive support from the ESL teachers for two 
years, in order to assist with the transition out of the 
ESL program.

During the event, new families were welcomed to 
the Ewing Public Schools community. ESL teach-
ers had the opportunity to talk with parents and stu-
dents to highlight their programs and review sup-
ports we have in place for students.

We look ahead to two more family events this year: 
February 7, 2023 6:00PM at Lore Elementary
May 11, 2023 6:00PM at Parkway Elementary

Lore Elementary School STARS

The Lore School STARS program is celebrating 
15 years of existence, uniting elementary school 
students and community members in a special way. 
Seniors Teaching And Reinforcing Skills, the acro-
nym, brings Ewing citizens, who assist students in 
multiple ways, into Lore. STARS use their talents 
and interests as well as their life skills to enrich and 
encourage students.

After a hiatus due to COVID the volunteers have 
returned. The faculty has expressed their joy in 
welcoming them back. Presently, two STARS work 
with the librarian; one, with the physical educa-
tion teachers; another with the art classes; a fourth, 
working one-on-one with a student, and lastly, a 
Spanish teacher instructing third graders.

New volunteers are warmly welcomed. The only 
requisite is the desire to make a difference in a 
young student’s life. As a former STAR stated, “It’s 
an incredible program that has proven to be a great 
experience for me.”

Anyone interested in joining the program can 
contact, Mary Lou Kramli at maryloukramli@com-
cast.net.

Mrs. Townson’s Lore Third Grade Class 
Celebrates El Dia de los Muertos

On Thursday, November 3rd, Mrs. Townson's 3rd 
grade class at Lore Elementary School had a special 
lesson to learn all about El Dia de los Muertos, which 
in Mexico is celebrated November 1st and 2nd. It is 
believed that the gates of heaven are opened at mid-
night on October 31st and the spirits are allowed to 
reunite with their families. The spirits come down to 
enjoy the festivities that are prepared for them. Mrs. 
Noguez Mercado, mother to a student in the class, 
explained the meaning and traditions of the Hispanic 
celebration. Students made paper ofrendas or alters 
to honor a deceased family member. Next, the stu-
dents measured and mixed sugar, merengue powder 
and water to then hand pat into a mold of a skull. 
Once the skull molds were dry, students decorated 
the sugar skulls with icing, pom-poms, sequins, and 
shiny paper. All the participants were very apprecia-
tive and inspired by Mrs. Noguez Mercado's knowl-
edge and willingness to share such a hands-on, cul-
tural opportunity.

KidsVoting in Ewing!
The 2022 midterm elections 

were important for citizens all 
over the country, but also for 
Ewing's students! This year, 
our KidsVoting/Ewing program 
allowed K-5 students in Park-
way, Lore, and Antheil schools 
the opportunity to vote in their 
classroom. Students were given 

a KidsVoting/Ewing ballot and voted on the same 
candidates as their families. Students in grades 6-12 
also voted in the NJ Mock Election this year. We are 
so happy to give Ewing students a chance to under-
stand and appreciate the importance of voting!

Juniors Win the EHS Powder Puff Girls Flag Football Tournament
field, the seniors held on to beat the sophomores in 
an incredibly close game, as Tyzanai Brown, Jade 
Smith, and Sierra Mitchell powered the offense.

In the third place game, the sophomores picked 
up their first win of the tournament over the fresh-
men. Mekyla Durham, Sydney Gonzalez, Landen 
Jovolos, and Olivia Picerno provided the offensive 
firepower while Franchesca Edouard came through 
with a key interception. The freshman team main-
tained great spirits throughout the tournament, and 
C’Ianna Upshur and Lillie Alston kept the Class of 
2026 in the game.

The Championship game between the juniors and 
seniors was a tight contest throughout, as evidenced 
by a halftime score of 12-12. However, in the sec-
ond half, the juniors scored twice and their defense 
locked down the senior offense to seal the 24-12 
victory. 
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Senior Spotlight: Meet Twins Nathan and Ryan Kocheran
What do you want people 
to know about Ewing High 
School that they might not 
know? Ryan: Ewing High 
School is filled with amazing 
people. So many genuinely 
good people with diverse back-
grounds, interests and talents. 

How do you think your 
school experience is different than your peers 
since you are a twin? Ryan: My experience in 
school has been different from my peers because I 
have always had someone at home who has shared 
in most of the same events. My twin Nathan is al-
ways there to help me with homework, studying for 
tests, navigating new school years, problems with 
friends, dealing with disappointments, etc. We help 
each other with difficult assignments and give each 
other advice. 

What are the benefits of being a twin? Nathan: 
The benefits of being a twin is that you always have 
someone to do things with and to be by your side. 
You have a built-in best friend. You also have some-
one you can compete with and/or use as inspiration 
to work harder. Our parents have always encouraged 
us to find our own paths but, as it turns out, Ryan and 
I have been drawn to many of the same interests. 

How are you different from your brother? Na-
than: I’ve always been the taller twin. I tend to think 
things through more (sometimes too much), while 
Ryan can be more impulsive. Ryan is well-orga-
nized, while I am more of a free-for-all type of per-
son. Ryan is pretty stubborn and firm in his beliefs, 
while I tend to be more open to change and flexible. 

Ryan: I am better in every aspect than my brother. Se-
riously though, Nate is more level-headed. You can 
reason with him, me not so much - just ask our par-
ents. Nate is more adventurous with trying new foods. 

What activities do you participate in school? 
Nathan: I’m in the National Honor Society and a 
three-sport athlete in ice hockey, lacrosse, and golf. 

Ryan: I participate in three sports: ice hockey, la-
crosse, and golf. The hockey team is part of a coop-
erative program with Lawrence and Hightstown high 
schools. I am also a member of the National Honor 
Society. This semester, I am in the Unified Gym Class, 
which has been a really fun and special experience. 

Tell us about your experience of playing travel 
ice hockey and on a co-op ice hockey high school 
team? Nathan: Playing travel and co-op high 
school hockey has allowed me to meet and make 
many friends from other schools, establish connec-
tions throughout the state, and create lots of memo-
ries from travels within NJ and states as far away 
as Massachusetts and Virginia. I’ve been lucky 
enough to get a lot of playing time as an underclass-
men on the co-op team and have learned valuable 
lessons from past seniors on the team. Now in my 
final season, I’m excited to try and pass along some 
of my experience and knowledge to younger team-
mates. The hockey community is a tight-knit group 
and I appreciate the sense of community and family 
that we have with each other.

What is your favorite memory of high school to 
date? Nathan: My favorite memory from school to 
date is nabbing our first win in the last game of the 
lacrosse season of my sophomore year against JP 
Stevens. The team was made up of mostly new to 
the sport players and the season was tough. It was 
nice to end on a good note and build momentum for 
the next season. 

Who is your favorite teacher or coach and why? 
Ryan: I am really enjoying physics this semester 
with Mr. Halpern. I find it challenging and at times 
frustrating, but Mr. Halpern is very passionate 
about his teaching and makes the material fun and 
understandable. 

What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? Nathan: I am still trying to 
figure out what I want to do after I graduate from 
Ewing High School. There are still so many things 
that I am unsure and nervous about with regards to 
the next step in my life but, all the teachers, coun-
selors, and staff at EHS have been supportive and 
helpful every step of the way.

Ryan: I plan to go to college after high school grad-
uation. I am undecided about a major, but I am lean-
ing towards business or sports management. 

What is your favorite quote or book?

Nathan: My favorite book is “Hatchet” by Gary 
Paulsen.

Ryan: My favorite quote is “Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” 
-- Benjamin Franklin. 

‘Stranger Danger’ Program at 
Antheil Elementary School

Ewing Police 
Officers, Detective 
Bethea and Detec-
tive Bruno visited 
the Kindergarten 
students at Antheil 
Elementary School 
to go teach the 

'Stranger Danger' program. Kindergarten students 
were instructed to 'Run, Scream and Tell' a trusted 
adult when a stranger approaches them and they 
even got to practice when Detective Bruno pretend-
ed to be the stranger. Each session closed with the 
Detectives reading a book to each class. 

TCNJ Students Giving Back to 
the Ewing Schools Community

The College of New Jersey (TCNJ), Student New 
Jersey Education Association (SNJEA) dropped off 
school supplies that they collect at Ewing High 
School. Victoria Gladstone, the President of the 
TCNJ SNJEA, reached out earlier in the year to ask 
permission to collect the supplies. The SNJEA at 
TCNJ is a student organization that promotes pro-
fessional development for future educators. They 
are a local chapter of the state organization, New 
Jersey Student Education Association. It could be 
a start of a great partnership for future educators in 
the Ewing schools.

The Athletic Depart-
ment from TCNJ donated 
hand sanitizer, disinfect-
ing wipes and spray, paper 
towels and snacks to An-
theil Elementary School. 
TCNJ Lions Jaclyn Carifi, 
Nick Matkiwsky and Es-
tepan Mendez are pictured 
presenting the items to 2nd 

grade teachers, Ms. O'Grady and Ms. Petura.

Please visit the district website headline page to enjoy the entire interview for these two outstanding Ewing High School seniors.  
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December 2022 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Dec 5-9 Parkway - PTA Book Fair
Dec 8 Counseling Department Event:  
  Keeping Our Students Safe Online Grades K-12  
  EHS Auditorium @ 6:30pm
Dec 9 Antheil PTO Winter @ 6pm 
 Parkway - PTA Winter Wonderland @ 6:30pm
Dec 13 FMS - Parent Association Meeting @ 6:45pm 
 Lore - Winter Vocal Concert - EHS Auditorium @ 7pm
Dec 14 Parkway - Winter Vocal, Band & Orchestra Concert @ 6:30pm
Dec 15 Antheil - Winter Vocal, Band & Orchestra Concert @ 7pm
Dec 19 BOE Meeting - EHS Auditorium @ 6pm (Public Session @ 7pm)
 EHS - S1 T2 Q3 Parent Progress Reports
 FMS/Elementary - 2nd Marking Period Parent Progress Reports
Dec 20 Lore - 5th Grade Winter Band & Orchestra Concert @ 7pm
Dec 21 EHS - Ring & Sing - EHS Auditorium @ 7pm
Dec 22 EHS - Counseling Department Event: 
  Understanding the PSAT @ 6:30pm
Dec 23 Kindergarten-12th Grade Early Dismissal (NO PM EDP) 
 Antheil - Full Day Preschool Early Dismissal @ 1pm 
 NO PM Integrated Preschool
Dec 26-30 SCHOOL CLOSED – Winter Break
Jan 2 SCHOOL CLOSED – Happy New Year!

The Ewing Public Education Foundation (EPEF) wishes everyone 
Happy Holidays as we celebrate our various traditions this season. EPEF 
is a non-profit educational organization that provides grants to the Ew-
ing Public Schools for innovative educational programs and scholarships 
to graduating EHS seniors pursuing higher education in accredited col-
leges, universities, or vocational institutions. 

EPEF meets its goals through contributions from corporate donors, but 
also through personal donations from individuals such as you. There’s 
more we wish to accomplish in our continual support of the Ewing Public 
Schools, but we need your help. Please visit us at www.epef.org for infor-
mation on how to make a donation. No amount is too small. We hope you 
can support our mission. Thank you and Happy Holidays! 

2022-2023 School Weather  
Emergency Information

As December begins and the district starts to think about dealing with winter 
weather, please be mindful of our weather emergency procedures and potential 
closings, delays and early dismissal. 

Please make sure to monitor our official communication portals: SchoolMes-
senger, and the School District Website. Also, please make sure your contact 
information in Genesis is current and up-to-date.

The district has a Weather Emergency Team which assembles during these 
events. During a typical overnight weather event, the district will make a deci-
sion at about 5:00AM and begin communicating that decision to the commu-
nity about 5:30AM through our official communication portals.

The district will make a ‘delayed opening’ announcement as soon as possible 
so families can make morning arrangements and the district strives to avoid 
‘early dismissals’ unless it is unavoidable. 

Thank you for your attention to this important information.

EHS NOVEMBER COLLEGE TOURS
Thirty-nine (39) Ewing 

High School juniors and se-
niors attended Ewing High 
School’s November College 
Tour. Students visited Tem-
ple University and Swarth-
more College, where the 
students toured the campus-
es and learned more about 
the college admissions pro-
cess. We were lucky to have 
two Temple alumni on the 
trip - Mr. Gibbs and Ms. 
Bailey-Williams.


