
20202020December

GOODNEWS
The Ewing Public SchoolsJune 2005

Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 

continued on page A2
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As the Ewing High School Field Hockey team 
navigated a season unlike any other, the squad 
knew it could count on three outstanding seniors 
to provide leadership.

Faced with a late start to the season as high 
schools and the NJSIAA navigated the pandem-
ic, and then very small numbers as several ath-
letes decided not to participate, the shorthanded 
team soldiered through the season. Under the 
leadership of the Class of 2021’s Rachel Mes-
sina, Elisa Davila and Monica Wang, the young 
and enthusiastic squad had the opportunity to 
represent their school and compete against their 
county counterparts.

“I definitely did have my doubts, not only with 
playing but if we did play would it be safe?” se-
nior stalwart Messina stated. “But I am happy 
that we got to take the field this season.”

All three senior leaders of the EHS Field 
Hockey team are exemplary student-athletes 
who are highly involved in the school commu-
nity, and their leadership was evident throughout 
the campaign.

“This year’s field hockey seniors have shown 
how important athletics is to the high school ex-
perience,” head coach Lauren Davis stated. “Our 
three seniors remained dedicated to improving as 
players and supporting the underclassmen’s de-
velopment as athletes and people.”

Messina is a member of National Honor Soci-
ety and serves as a Peer Leader. She is also part 

of Ewing High’s Drama Club, as well as The In-
ternational Thespian Society. An accomplished 
dancer, she teaches at Glen Roc Dance Shoppe. 

Fellow Blue Devil and senior Davila is the 
President of Student Council, and also a mem-
ber of National Honor Society, the International 
Thespian Society, Key Club, a select acapella 
group called Mastersingers, a cast member of the 
Spring musical, and volunteers at her church.

Finally, fellow senior Monica Wang is in the 
Math League, Crochet Club, and Rotary/Interact. 
She also plays the violin and is a talented artist. 

“One of the most challenging things about this 
season was the small numbers for our team,” Da-
vila stated. “Many girls could not play because 
they did not want to risk getting their families 
sick, or they had other priorities like their jobs. 
Because of this, we have played 7v7 for all of 
our games. I thought it would be horrible, but the 
team has done a great job of giving their all on 
the field and playing their very best.”

However unusual it may have been, the season 
still gave the seniors and teammates some great 
memories. 

“Our Senior Night this year, it exceeded my 
expectations,” shared Messina, who was recog-
nized by the Trentonian with their Unsung Play-
er Award in 2019. “We played a great game, got 
wonderful gifts and our student and fan section 
was so fun and enthusiastic.” 

“I could not have asked for a better senior night,” 
Wang added. “Not only did we play one of our best 
games, but we really became close as a team.”

Surely the three seniors will take this lesson in 
resiliency and fortitude into the next stage of life 
as they graduate next year. All three have their 
eyes on college. Messina wants to continue her 
athletic field hockey career in college and study 
psychology. Davila also has an interest in study-
ing psychology, with a focus on the clinical field. 
Wang’s plans involve studying accounting and 
working towards becoming a CPA.

“It was inspiring to see the seniors enjoy ev-
ery moment they had on the field,” Coach Davis 
added. “I am so proud of the effort and persever-
ance that Rachel, Elisa and Monica showed this 
fall. I wish them all the best as they complete 
their senior year and begin their collegiate ca-
reers next year.”

SENIOR STANDOUTS LEAD EHS FIELD HOCKEY FMS Participates in 
#NonfictionNovember

Students at Fisher Middle School participated 
in #NonfictionNovember, a school-wide reading 
challenge that prompted them to expand their 
reading repertoire and dive into works of nonfic-
tion. As part of the challenge, they were asked 
to read at least one book for the month, submit 
their own book review - complete with a short 
summary and their opinions on the book - for a 
chance to win a prize. 

When asked about the importance of incor-
porating nonfiction in their regular reading, stu-
dents had this to say:

"It's important to read nonfiction because the 
books or articles can tell you something you 
didn't know about before," said Franchesca Cruz. 

"It's important to read nonfiction because it 
might teach you something new. You might learn 
about a new place, a new topic, a new culture, or 
a new formula," said Sofia Latushka.

"It may show you things that you can do in 
life, it may help you to plan your future, and give 
you ideas about what you want to be," added 
Chloe Taylor.

Happy Holidays  •  Happy Holidays  •  Happy Holidays

The John Gusz 
Building staff 
presented 
Ewing Helping 
Hands with 
four amazing, 
generous boxes 
of food with a 
gift card they 
collected to give 
to a few of our 
Ewing families 
in need this 
Thanksgiving.

The Ewing Public Schools
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 Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

As December begins and we start to think 
about dealing with winter weather during this 
unique time of schooling during a public health 
crisis, I wanted to take a moment to share some 
thoughts about weather emergency procedures.

Having navigated many weather emergencies 
during my long career in education, I can tell you 
that each event has its own ‘personality’ and we 
do our best to handle the situation appropriately; 
student safety is always our paramount concern, 
as well as communicating effectively with the 
school community.

Now this year, we have an interesting twist 
in our weather emergency preparations. With 
approximately half of our students partaking in 
virtual learning, we have been granted the flex-
ibility by the Department of Education to pivot 
to fully virtual learning for the entire district dur-
ing a weather emergency.

So instead of calling a “Snow Day” we can 
simply move the whole district to a Virtual 
Learning Day.

That being acknowledged, we still do have three 
“weather emergency days” built into our calendar. 
We also know that during bad winter storms, par-
ticularly in certain parts of Ewing, power outages 
are fairly commonplace, which would certainly 
impact virtual learning for students and staff.

So for now, I guess the key message is that fam-
ilies and staff should remain flexible. If there is 
bad winter weather, the school community should 
be ready for the possibility of having a traditional 
“school closed/snow day” or prepared for a dis-
trict-wide virtual day of learning. We talked over 
the summer about the importance of being able to 
“pivot” and this is another example of that tenet.

Since all of our schools are running on an early 
dismissal schedule anyway, the choice this year 
will be either school being closed, or a virtual 
learning day. 

Please make sure to monitor our official com-
munication portals: Instant Alert, the School 
District Website, and Ewing Public Schools Tele-
vision (Channel 19-Comcast/Channel 31-Veri-
zon). Our Ewing Public Schools Twitter Feed is 
designed more for public relations news, but we 
will use it to communicate weather-related infor-
mation. Always confirm with the official com-
munication portals, as social media outlets can 
be easily manipulated. Also, please make sure 
your Instant Alert profile is up to date with your 
current contact information. In preparation of a 
virtual learning day, make sure your technology 
is home, charged and ready to go. 

We have a Weather Emergency Team which 
assembles during these events. This team con-
sists of key Ewing Public Schools administrative, 
facilities and technology/communications staff. 
During a typical overnight weather event, we will 
begin our work at 4:30AM, consulting with other 
school administrators and local authorities about 
weather and road conditions. We like to make our 
decision at about 5:00AM and begin communi-
cating that decision to the community at about 
5:30AM through our official communication por-
tals. I realize that is early in the morning to re-
ceive phone calls; however, the high school staff 
begins at 7:15AM and we have many employees 
who have significant commutes.

Thanks, and make sure to give yourself plenty 
of time and drive safely and slowly in winter 
weather. 

Two Ewing elementa-
ry school teachers have 
successfully completed 
their first year of the 
competitive New Jer-
sey STEM Innovation 

Fellowship program. The New Jersey STEM In-
novation Fellowship is based on MƒA’s proven 
teacher fellowship program in New York City. 
During the fellowship teachers meet, outside 
of school hours, to explore innovative teaching 
practices that enhance student learning. 

Traci Lambert of Lore Elementary School and 
Jennifer Van Leeuwen of Antheil Elementary 

20-21 School Weather Emergency Information
“Snow Day or Virtual Learning Day?”

By Michael Nitti, Superintendent

Ewing Teachers in New Jersey  
STEM Innovation Fellowship Program

School joined a statewide cohort of 29 elemen-
tary school teachers and math coaches from 24 
school districts. They have implemented “num-
ber strings” using effective pedagogies while 
participating in professional learning communi-
ties led by faculty of Montclair State, Princeton 
University and Rowan University. 

What is a number string? A number string is a 
set of related math problems, crafted to support 
students to construct big ideas about mathemat-
ics and build their own strategies. 

Both Ms. Lambert and Mrs. Van Leeuwen 
have been invited to join the second year of the 
program.

Students at OBA  
Participate in Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month

During the month of October, students and 
staff at the Frank O’Brien Academy (OBA) par-
ticipated in a Service-Learning Project to help 
raise money for the American Cancer Society. 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, and 
we chose this project to support a staff member at 
OBA who is fighting a courageous battle with this 
terrible disease. 

The students were given the opportunity to 
purchase Breast Cancer Awareness T-shirts and 
masks that were made by our very own staff 
members, Mrs. Davidson and Ms. Chmiel. All 
proceeds were donated to our project. 

OBA dedicated October 26th-30th as their 
Breast Cancer Awareness Week and had fun activ-
ities planned for the students. Activities included 
hat day, crazy hair day, mismatch day, and pajama 
day. In order to participate in these activities, stu-
dents were asked to bring in a donation (no matter 
how big or small) to help the cause. It was empha-
sized the importance of the students making the 
contribution so they would see and feel the posi-
tive action they were making in the lives of others. 

OBA ended the week with a Pink-Out-Day 
where the students were asked to wear a pink ar-
ticle of clothing to show unity in this project. Stu-
dents and staff then participated in a Google meet 
activity which was organized by Mr. Wineburg 
and Mrs. Kass. The activity brought together 
all of our virtual and in-person students to cel-
ebrate the success of the project. The goal was to 
empower OBA students to practice compassion 
through meaningful acts of service and to help 
create a more positive future for themselves and 
the world. Together, OBA raised over $500 and 
were honored to make this contribution in the 
name of one of our own OBA staff members.
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Senior Spotlight:  
Meet Patrick Carlos Delfosse, III 

Now that the school 
year is underway, do 
you have any ‘words of 
wisdom’ to share with 
your classmates as we 
start the month of De-
cember? I do not have 
anything prior to specific 
standpoints other than, 

“Hang in there my fellow friends, as we continue 
to bypass this ferocious year, we will be able to 
get through this without fail, and our patience 
that awaits freedom to travel will not be in vain.”

What do you want people to know about Ew-
ing High School that they might not know? 
When it comes to Ewing High School, stating 
our opinions “respectfully” does not turn into a 
massive issue. Each student has the privilege to 
say what they want, as long as his/her response 
results in a positive outcome. 

In which activities do you participate in 
school? The only activities I participated in 
school consisted of Track and Field, as well as 
Cross Country.

What activities do you participate in outside 
of school? Other than the activities I participate 
in school, I would usually just follow a workout 
routine from Monday-Friday for a better Body 
Building Experience. Additionally, I associate 
myself with chess, puzzling, bowling, biking, 
and roller skating. 

What accomplishments are you most proud 
of? I am most proud of making varsity for the 
Ewing Distance Track Team. It was one of the 
biggest and most rewarding accomplishments 
that I have ever had. There is nothing more 
achievable than that, unless I achieve a GPA 
greater than 4.0, in which I am now currently 
standing at a 3.8.

Who is your favorite teacher and/or coach 
why? Of course, I do not have a favorite teacher/
coach. Why is that? It is because all of my teach-
ers and all of my coaches were different in their 
own way to provide both aid and support when 
I needed them the most. “The way I roll is not 
having support from one individual, but from an 
infinite number of individuals who believe I have 
the confidence to succeed.”

Any words of advice for Fisher 8th grade 
students who just attended the EHS Virtual 
Open House and will be attending EHS next 
year? *To those who are attending high school 
this year for the first time* — “The moment you 
feel overwhelmed with overflowing assignments, 
just remember to focus on each assignment one 
at a time, rushing success will not be completely 
successful, but *2 times* lower than that.”

What are your plans after you graduate from 
Ewing High School? After I graduate from Ew-
ing High School, I am planning to attend Arizona 
State University to become an Architect in the 
Architecture field. I will be focusing on creat-
ing modern buildings associated with benefitting 
both people and our environment.

What is your favorite quote or book? My Favor-
ite Quote — “Strive For Progress, Not Perfection” 

Now the important question, during this time 
of social distancing; what have you been do-
ing in your free time? During this time of social 
distancing, I have pretty much been finding ways 
to be creative. I found a job (Doordash) that was 
able to keep me busy during the afternoon. I start-
ed to study and research scholarships I would feel 
comfortable applying for, and so far, I was able to 
complete more than 25 scholarships applications, 
with having four (4) out of the twenty-five (25) 
being “essay-based” scholarships. 

EHS Rotary 
Club members 
volunteered on 
a November 
afternoon packing 
meal bags at 
Mercer Street 
Friends food 
bank. The food 
was distributed  
to schools in 
Mercer County. 

Starting the school year in remote virtual learn-
ing classroom hasn’t slowed down second grad-
ers in Leigh Cline and Melissa Shaw’s classroom 
at Parkway Elementary School. In the days lead-
ing up to the election, the students studied and 
dove deep into the rights, beliefs, and the elec-
tion process across all of their subjects. There 
was seemingly no better way to engage students 
in the democratic process than to host a debate 
with a very pressing question; which cookies are 
better: chocolate chip or Oreo?

Mrs. Cline took on the role of the Oreo and 
Ms. Shaw the chocolate chip cookie. A debate 
was held and each candidate dressed for the oc-
casion, sporting the cookie in question as part of 
their debate outfit. Student-teacher, Ms. Rosie 
Bill, was tasked with the role of acting as a mod-
erator. Candidates were given time to campaign 
for why they thought they were the best cookie. 
Questions such as, “How would you respond 
to the opinions that say you are less tasty than 
your opponent?” and “Which of you is better for 
dunking?” The answers to the questions were 
crucial for students to hear to help make an edu-
cated decision of where to cast their vote. 

Once each candidate rested their cases, it was 
time for the students to vote. Students filled out 
their Google form with which cookie they thought 
was best and anxiously awaited the results. When 
all the votes were tallied and counted, the ques-
tion of who is the best cookie was answered; 
chocolate chip cookie took the win by 2 votes!

On Novem-
ber 18, 2020, 
The College 
of New Jersey 

(TCNJ) Boys Basketball team and a select few 
middle school boys had their first ‘virtual’ men-
tor group called "Stay in to Win". "Stay in to 
Win" is a mentor program set up so older, ac-
complished men can teach adolescent boys the 
value of getting a good education, working hard 

to overcome hardships and the steps to take in 
order to be a successful leader in our society. 
The middle school boys really enjoy the time 
they get to spend with the TCNJ Boys Basket-
ball volunteers. The boys not only learn valu-
able life lessons but are also able to establish 
positive relationships with the mentors. Thank 
you to the TCNJ Boys Basketball team for vol-
unteering their time to make a difference in a 
student's life. 

STAY IN TO WIN
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December 2020 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Dec 15 FMS - Virtual Parent Bullying Presentation @ 6:30-7:30pm

Dec 17 Elementary Schools - 2nd Marking Period Parent Progress Reports 
 FMS - 2nd Marking Period Parent Progress Reports

Dec 18 EHS - S1 T2 Q3 Parent Progress Reports

Dec 21 Board of Education Meeting @ 7pm (Public Session @ 8pm)

Dec 22 Antheil - PTO Red Berry Fundraiser @ Campus Town

Dec 23 Early Dismissal K-12 - NO PM EDP

Dec 24 – School Closed - Winter Break 
Jan 1 

Jan 4 Board Organizational Meeting @ 7pm (No Closed Session)

The Curriculum and Instruction Office is excited to launch two new re-
sources for our families. First, for students, an online, by content area and 
grade span, curriculum extension links. The links were gathered by the 
Supervisor team to use as an extension activities for students. 

Second, is the Parent Technology Resources Website which was devel-
oped by a volunteer group of our elementary school teachers, lead by An-
theil Technology teacher, Joanna Papadopoulos, to help support families as 
the district navigates a blended learning instructional model. The website 
provides troubleshooting tutorials and guides for iPads, Chromebooks, Ac-
cessibility Features, Google Classroom, Google Meet, G-Suite for Educa-
tion, and Technology Support for Diverse Learners. The district hopes that 
these resources will be helpful to our Ewing Schools community. 

Celebrating 24 years, the Ewing Public Education Foundation 
(EPEF) has championed education by providing grants to teachers and 
awarding scholarships to graduating seniors. This year, EPEF awarded 
$7,000 in scholarships and funded a list of 18 grants, totaling $26,735. 

Thank you to our individual donors, corporate sponsors, and local 
businesses for your continued support. Special thanks to Educational 
Testing Services (ETS) for the substantial funding they provide, and 
have provided for the past 24 years, to EPEF annually! Together we are 
Champions for Education in Ewing! Contribute now to help us build for 
our current giving cycle. For more information, visit www.EPEF.org.

2020 Scholarship Winners
Nicholas Vellenga: The Ewing 
Public Education Foundation 
Wayne Staub Presidential Award
Emma Hanlin: The Vincent 
J. Sciarrotta Memorial & 
Community Service Scholarship
Olivia Ross: The Ewing Public 
Education Foundation Leadership 
Award

Nathalia Davila: Church and 
Dwight Academic & Community 
Service Scholarship
Kyla Pischel: Church and Dwight 
Academic & Community Service 
Scholarship

Ewing Schools Welcome  

New School Security Coordinators
As we make our way through the 20-21 school year, the Ewing Schools 

are welcoming two new School Security Coordinators to serve the stu-
dents and school community.

The district has had School Security Coordinators since 2014. These 
individuals have a background in law enforcement, security operations 
and crisis management. In the schools, they serve as quasi-educators, 
mentors and key members of each school’s security team, the district 
emergency management team and as key advisors to the district School 
Safety Specialists.

The current School Security Coordinators are:
• Parkway Elementary School:  

Matthew Knight – former NJ Corrections
• Lore Elementary School:  

Moses Knott – former NJ State Police
• Ewing High School:  

Donald Ellison – former Prosecutors Office/Undersheriff
This month, the Ewing Schools have welcomed two new School Secu-

rity Coordinators.
John Stemler joins Antheil Elementary School as their new School Se-

curity Coordinator. Mr. Stemler recently retired after 27 years of service 
with the Ewing Township Police Department, rising from patrol officer 
to police chief, a position he held from 2014 until his retirement ear-
lier this year. Mr. Stemler brings his extensive experience to the Ewing 
Schools, which includes training at the West Point Command & Leader-
ship Program, various F.B.I. operations seminars and being named Ewing 
Township Officer of the Year in 1999. A lifelong resident of Ewing, Mr. 
Stemler is a longtime member of the Prospect Heights Fire Company and 
is a past recipient of the Edward F. Ervin Firefighter of the Year Award.

William Wolverton is joining the Fisher Middle School team as their 
new School Security Coordinator. Mr. Wolverton joins the Ewing Schools 
after his retirement from the Ewing Police Department where he served 
for 25 years as a Patrol Officer and Detective. In his tenure with the Ew-
ing Police Department, Mr. Wolverton received various awards including 
the Certificate of Commendation, the Recognition Award and Exception-
al Duty Award issued from the Ewing Chief of Police. 

“We are excited to welcome Mr. Stemler and Mr. Wolverton to our 
Ewing Schools team.” Superintendent Michael Nitti stated. “They bring 
a wealth of knowledge and experience to our school community, and will 
be exceptional role models and mentors to our students. They will most 
assuredly make our schools better, safer places for our students.”


