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Due to budget restraints
NO Summer School Programs 

will be offered by the 
Ewing Public Schools 

during the Summer of 2005.

Safety Town
June 30 - July 11

Contact: Jean Conrad
609-538-9800 x1302 

for application

 On April 18, 2005 Ms. Chiavuzzo, Mrs. Walker 
and 30 Ewing High School freshmen joined several 
Mercer County high school and college students, 
and politicians to hear a presentation given by 
Mikhail Gorbachev at the Sovereign Bank Arena. 
Gorbachev was the last communist leader of the 
Soviet Union from 1985 to 1991. During his 
term he instituted various policies including his 
political policy of Glasnost and economic policy 

Ewing High Students Attend Gorbachev Presentation
Whitney Lewis, EHS Freshman

Have a Happy Summer!!
GoodNews will resume 

with the September 
issue of the Observer

 The recipients of the 2005 Teacher of the Year Awards were honored at a luncheon on April 29th. Jan Fay, 2004 Mercer County 
Teacher of the Year, was a guest speaker. 1st row (L to R): Joan Zuckerman, Principal Antheil; Sharon Solomon, Lore; Jan Fay, 2004 
Mercer County Teacher of the Year; Inetta Emery, Principal Parkway; Danielle Miller, EHS; Superintendent Ray Broach. 2nd row: Darrell 
Jackson, Principal FMS; Donna Andreas, Antheil; Don Barnett, FMS; Betsy Turgeon, Parkway; Rodney Logan, Principal EHS.

  Nearly sixty years since Allied forces liberated the 
Nazi concentration camps, the now elderly survivors 
of the Holocaust are turning to a new generation 
to preserve their testimony about their wartime 
experiences for future generations.
 Holocaust survivors are steadily dwindling in 
number. Many have made it their mission to educate 
the world that anti-Semitism and racism easily lead 
to murder, and to speak about the horrors they and 
their families suffered. With the passing of time, it has 
become urgent to find a new generation to continue 
the survivors’ mission and tell their stories after the 
survivors can no longer do so.
 On April 12, the Adopt-a-Survivor (AAS) 
program was introduced to the Trenton area at Ewing 
High School.  Six Holocaust survivors were adopted 
by twelve Ewing High sophomores. The adopted 
survivors—Moshe Gimlan, Vera Goodkin, Marion 
Lewin, Ruth Lubitz, Charles Rojer and Jack Zaifman—
were originally from Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Belgium. 
 The AAS program pairs a survivor with one or 
more students. The students embark on a joint journey 
with the survivor through discussions about life 
before, during and after the Holocaust.  Participating 
students will be able to represent the survivor and 
tell the survivor’s story with accuracy and feeling in 
the years to come.  In addition, each student makes 
a commitment to tell the survivor’s story in a public 
venue in the year 2045, a hundred years after the 
liberation of Auschwitz.
 The twelve student adopters are Dave Angebranndt, 
Tyler Barnes, Annie Cook, Liz Dunham, Emily Everett, 
Curtis Fornarotto, Vildana Hajric, Devon Jones, 
Jen Meade, Billy O’Callaghan, Nikyta Sharma and 
Melysa Wilson. 

Adopt-a-Survivor Program 
Begins at Ewing High School

Teacher of the Year Recipients are Honored

of Perestroika. His policies reopened churches, 
released political prisoners, and lifted bans on 
previously censored books.
 The 20th anniversary of Perestroika was 
one of the essential themes of Gorbachev’s 
presentation. The policy’s main goal was to 
make the Soviet economic system more efficient. 
Perestroika involved the transfer of control from 
the government to the business owners. This policy 
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continued on page A2

Happy Holidays!
The Ewing Public SchoolsDecember

 Follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

At the October Board of Education meeting, 
Superintendent Michael Nitti presented to the 
Board and public on the district’s initiatives and 
efforts to promote emotionally and psychologi-
cally healthy students.

Since September of 2017, the district’s Post-
Secondary Task Force has focused on the social-
emotional wellness of Ewing’s students. A group 
of stakeholders with relevance and expertise have 
met throughout the year to talk about issues im-
pacting student’s mental health. The task force has 
read scholarly and media articles devoted to the 
topic, and had presentations from staff members 
on related topics. Focus has included the impact of 
educational practices on student anxiety and stress, 
and an examination of programs that the district 
offers that promote emotionally healthy children.

From this group’s efforts, a number of positive 
events and experiences have evolved. Perhaps 
most noteworthy, Ewing is a leader in a county-
wide initiative focused on teen suicide preven-
tion and adolescent wellness. This work included 
a presentation on teen suicide awareness at Rider 
University in early 2018 attended by hundreds of 
community members from across Mercer County. 

During his presentation, Nitti touched on a va-
riety of educational practices and professional 
development endeavors that promote healthy chil-
dren and reduces anxiety and stress. These includ-
ed classroom approaches like Mindfulness, Yoga 
for Classroom, Yoga for Adolescents, Sheltered 
Instruction Practice for ELLs, Traumatic Sensi-
tive Discipline and Executive Functioning as well 
as various professional development workshops. 
The district has also increased its Opioid Aware-
ness training through seminars, its partnership 
with the ASSYST Program, and by bringing in the 
Mercer County Prosecutors to speak to students.

Nitti also shared that the district has added 
new staff to address student wellness issues, in-
cluding new guidance counselors at Antheil and 
EHS, a new Dean of Students at the O’Brien 
Academy and new School Security Coordinators 
at EHS and Antheil.

“While we always have to navigate mandates, 
our main focus is always our mission, and the 
most important part of that mission is helping de-
velop resilient, mentally-healthy young adults,” 
Nitti remarked during his presentation.

On Thursday, October 11th, Ms. Burdick, 7th 
grade English teacher at Fisher Middle School 
launched her first Meditation Room during lunch 
as part of a school-wide initiative to bring medi-
tation and mindfulness into the classroom. In her 
first session, twelve boys participated in a mind-
fulness activity, followed by a guided meditation. 
On Friday, October 12th, nine girls participated 
in a session which followed a similar format. 

The Meditation Room will run twice a week 
during lunch. Students will learn about the im-
portance of mindfulness and meditation, as well 

as the many benefits, including increased con-
centration, decreased anxiety, calming practices, 
and more. Each session ends with a quick Tai 
Chi stretch to work on balance and breathing. 

Superintendent Presents on Focus on Students’ 
Emotional and Psychological Health

Youth Mental Health First 
Aid Partnership with TCNJ 

One of the Ewing Board of Education’s goals 
is to examine and evaluate issues related to emo-
tional and psychological wellness of our students. 
The Ewing Public School District was invited to 
join in a partnership and grant proposal with The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ); focusing on men-
tal health awareness, which aligns with the Board 
goals. The district was notified that TCNJ was 
awarded the grant to serve community partners 
such as the Ewing Public Schools, the Millhill 
Child and Family Development Center, and The 
Mercer County Department of Human Services 
by providing National Council for Behavioral 
Health’s Youth Mental Health First Aid program. 

The youth course introduces common men-
tal health challenges for youth, reviews typical 
adolescent development, and teaches a 5-step ac-
tion plan to help young people in both crisis and 
non-crisis situations. Currently, all school coun-
selors, psychologists, Deans of Students, District 
Supervisors, Assistant Principals, and Principals 
have participated in the eight (8) hour certifica-
tion training. The grant will provide opportuni-
ties to train additional staff and teachers annually 
as well as to support two staff members in be-
coming Youth Mental Health First Aid trainers. 
The district is grateful for the opportunity to col-
laborate with Dr. Stuart Roe, a professor and the 
Counseling Department Chair at TCNJ.

FMS Meditation & Mindfulness in the Classroom

FOCUS ON OUR STUDENTS’ MENTAL HEALTH
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Mrs. Swain's 6th grade math class was treated 
to a guest visit by Kelsey Roth's aunt, Chrissy 
Holcombe. As a librarian, Chrissy uses math in 
variety of ways, including when she's creating 
slime with students in her STEM workshops. 
Mrs. Swain's students were very excited to work 
collaboratively to create spider web slime, mak-
ing enough for each student to bring home their 
own bag with a little plastic spider.

Welcome to the return of Referendum 
Roundup!

In early October, the citizens of Ewing 
Township voted to pass Referendum 
’18, which will provide the funding for 
healthier, safer and more modern schools 
for the next generation of Ewing students. 
We thank all who participated.

We wanted to provide you an update of 
what has occurred since that date:

The administration and our consultants 
are currently in the final design phase of 
the approved projects. Next up we will…

• Work with our Construction Manager 
to determine a final schedule of 
projects.

• Analyze lead times for materials to 
ensure that is harmonious with our 
project schedule.

• Meet regularly with administration 
and relevant stakeholders to ensure 
that there is minimal disruption to the 
school learning environment during 
construction.

Ultimately, there will be ten (10) 
bid packages that will be released to 
complete the approved projects.

Keep checking this space, as well as 
our website and other communication 
portals, for Referendum ’18 updates!

Referendum RoundupThe Random Acts of Kindness (RAK) Com-
mittee is the heart of the kindness movement at 
Ewing High whose aim is to help everyone cre-
ate a better school climate by spreading aware-
ness and increasing engagement in kind actions. 
We invite you to be a part of the MOVEMENT!

The RAK Committee allows students to pro-
mote the kindness of simple acts. If they have wit-
nessed any incidents of kindness or someone has 
done something nice for them students are urged 
to nominate that person through a simple form 
that is filled out and submitted to the RAK Com-
mittee. Those students are then recognized with a 
certificate and mentioned over the afternoon an-
nouncements for their kindness! The RAK Wreath 
that hangs in the entrance of our school hallways 
symbolizes each act of kindness performed. 

Remember KINDNESS is contagious! 

At EHS Kindness is Contagious

At Parkway School we 
are pleased to announce that 
2-Cline recently participat-

ed in the Mercer County Sumdog contest. Mrs. 
Cline's second graders came in second place! They 
answered over 9,500 questions correctly over the 
week-long contest. As 2nd place winners, they 
will receive access to the paid content on Sumdog 
for free for 3 months. Way to go, 2-Cline!

Mrs. Cline’s Students Take 2nd 
Place in Online Math Contest

Parkway School is pleased to announce this 
year's Wee Deliver postal employees! Congratu-
lations and welcome to the following students 
who were nominated and selected for this year's 

Fisher Middle School 
and The College of New 
Jersey (TCNJ) have joined 
forces to run a mentoring 

program (Stay In To Win) between the TCNJ 
Basketball Players (mentors) and a group of mid-
dle school students. The purpose of the group is 
to emphasize the importance of education and to 
model positive leadership skills. The group meets 
once a month to discuss topics like leadership 
qualities, the importance of education, appropri-
ate choices and consequences of poor choices; us-
ing hardships as motivation for positive change, 
handling emotions appropriately, and success. A 
BIG thank you to Coach Goldsmith & Assistant 
Coach Elberg for taking the time to set up the 

Parkway Kicks Off the Wee Deliver Letter Writing Program
program: Vanessa Cirello, Chaz Gilliard, Isa-
bella Ceballos, Reggie Shephard, Trent Steever, 
Tanaya Lassiter, Juan Lugos, Ava Bittner, Kas-
sidy Gundy, and Kyliyah Townes. 

The Wee Deliver Program is an in-school 
postal service that allows students the opportu-
nity to practice letter writing and it encourages 
communication throughout the entire school. 
Our School has its very own mailboxes and all 
students and staff members are encouraged to 
participate in this program. The two most impor-
tant things about "Wee Deliver" are that it is stu-
dent lead and it is cross-curricular. In addition, 
the Wee Deliver Program has had a great impact 
on our school climate as our students and staff 
members are excited to send and receive letters!

Slime & STEM 
Working Together

mentors; ShopRite in Ewing for the snack dona-
tions and Mr. Al Foderaro, who is the originator 
of “Stay In To Win”, for donating the "Stay In To 
Win" t-shirts for group members. 

FMS & TCNJ Join Forces
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What do you like 
best about Ewing 
High School?
Amanda: What I 
like best about Ew-
ing High School 
are the clubs; I love 

every single club I am a part of: The Handbell 
Choir, Art Club, Coffee for the Soul, and Rotary. I 
also love the variety of classes Ewing High offers 
their students. Music and visual art have always 
intrigued me. I learned how to play a variety of 
percussion instruments in Marching and Concert 
Band. I planned to take drawing classes when I 
went to high school but unfortunately that didn’t 
work out, but through this “mistake”, I discov-
ered my love for Ceramics and Sculpting. I con-
tinue my work in sculpture in 3D Design AP.
Naika: My favorite aspect about Ewing High 
School is that it is always changing and improv-
ing! There are always new students to meet, new 
clubs being formed, and new ways to improve 
student life. Nothing seems to be stagnant in the 
high school, and that is a very important aspect 
to our high school.

Who is your favorite teacher?
Amanda: My favorite teachers are Mrs. Bailey-
Williams, Mrs. Hammer, Mrs. Hutchinson, and 
Mrs. Marchesani. Mrs. Bailey-Williams is an 
amazingly, sweet, nice, thoughtful and helpful per-
son. Mrs. Hutchinson’s funny, very understand-
ing and kept me on track. She was my Biology 
teacher, and although I found that class hard, Mrs. 
Hutch gave me good advice on how to study. She 
made us take A LOT of notes, but those were super 

Senior Spotlight: Meet Twins Amanda & Naika Alexandre 
helpful, so I’m thankful. Mrs. Hammer strives for 
excellence and expects the absolute best from all 
her students. Lastly, I loved having Mrs. Marche-
sani as a teacher, she has a great personality, jokes 
around and was fair to all her students.
Naika: I admire Mrs. Masterson for the way she 
teaches. I attended her AP Language and Com-
position class in which I believed before enter-
ing, that I would fall behind and did not belong 
in the class intellectually. This perspective of my 
possible performance in that class was imme-
diately ‘squashed’. Mrs. Masterson constantly 
encouraged us, provided extra help and advice, 
and ultimately created a warm and welcoming 
environment within her classroom. 

In which activities do you participate?
Amanda: I participate in Art club, the Handbell 
Choir, Coffee for the Soul and Rotary. I’ve also par-
ticipated in the play every year since freshman year 
in props. I plan to do props for the play this year too, 
and go to ITS (International Thespian Society) for 
the second time. I’m also apart of Marching Band.
Naika: I am a part of multiple clubs within the 
high school. My sister and I act as club leaders 
for both Handbell Choir and Coffee for the Soul. 
I am also a member of the Art Club, Rotary Club, 
National Honor Society and I am involved with 
the production of the annual drama club play.

What is your favorite memory of high school?
Amanda: My favorite memory of high school 
was the Art Club trip to the Philadelphia Muse-
um of Art. The art was absolutely beautiful and it 
was an amazing experience.

EHS’s Nurse’s Passion is 
to Fight Skin Cancer

Mrs. Leslie Curran BSN, RN, 
CSN, Ewing High School Nurse 
testified before the New Jersey 
Senate Education Committee re-
garding Bill S1803, (S1803 (1R) 

Would require school districts to adopt policies 
concerning student use of sunscreen and sun-
protective clothing at school and school-spon-
sored functions.). This bill was sponsored by 
Senator Shirley Turner and will permit students 
to use sunscreen in school without a physician's 
order. It will also permit students to wear a hat 
and sunglasses while outside for physical edu-
cation class and recess. Mrs. Curran expressed, 
“This is a huge project for me and my passion to 
fight skin cancer.” 

Lore's First Graders Love Science
Students in Lore's 

first grade class-
rooms look forward 
to science class ev-
ery day, because for 
the first time, they 
are problem-solving 
and thinking like 
scientists. Students 
are exploring sci-
ence using a STEM 
approach (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Math), where they 
analyze a problem, imagine possible solutions, 
plan an approach, create a task or project, and 
improve their work after assessing its effective-
ness. First graders absolutely love science!

Naika: My favorite memory of high school was 
when I would walk home with friends. I would al-
ways point out how much we have grown and how 
being in high school made me feel like an adult. 

What do you do outside of school?
Amanda: Outside of school, I play tennis.  
I play tennis for NJTL, a non-profit organiza-
tion. With their great coaching and coaches, I 
moved up from a beginner to elite in 3 years. 
Through this program, I gained many friends 
that come from different backgrounds, and I’m 
glad to have met them.
I am also mentored at Princeton University by 
Princeton students to prepare me for college.
Naika: Outside of school I practice tennis with the 
NJTL of Trenton, my sister and I have been a part 
of their Arthur Ashe program for advanced tennis 
players since our freshman year of high school.

How do you define success?
Amanda: I define success as happiness. It doesn’t 
matter what I will have in the future, or what I’m 
doing, I just want to be happy with the people I love.
Naika: Success is being truly and completely 
happy with your work, efforts, and performance. 

What are your plans after you graduate?
Amanda: I plan to go to college to major in 
Nursing and minor in Art if I have the opportu-
nity. I want to work in a children’s hospital.
Naika: After graduation, I plan to attend college, I 
have not selected a specific school yet, but I know 
I will attend college, planning to study medicine.

This is a Must Save the Date!
Ewing Township's Holiday Tree Light-

ing is scheduled for Sunday, December 
2nd from 4-7pm at the Ewing Senior & 
Community Center.

Members of Antheil's 5th grade Chorus 
are gearing up for this fun event by practic-
ing several seasonal songs to entertain all 
that will be in attendance.

We also encourage everyone to sing 
along with us!

We hope to see you there as we share the 
magic of music this holiday season!
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December 2018 Schedule in Ewing Schools
Dec 4 Antheil - Hands on Science Night with a Dash of Math  
  Snow Date @ 6:15pm
Dec 5 EHS - College & Career Night @ 6:30pm
Dec 6 Lore - LPA Holiday Store (During School Hours)
  8th Grade Parent Naviance Training Night @ 6:30pm
Dec 7 Lore - LPA Holiday Store (During School Hours)
  Antheil - PTO Winter Family Night & Holiday Shop 
  6:30-8:30pm
  Parkway - Winter Wonderland @ 6:30pm
Dec 10 Parkway - PTA Meeting @ 7pm
Dec 11 Lore - 5th Grade Winter Instrumental Concert @ 7pm
  FMS - FPA Meeting @ 6:30pm
Dec 12 Parkway - Winter Concert @ 6:30pm
Dec 13 Antheil - 5th Grade Winter Concert @ 7pm
Dec 17 BOE Meeting - 8pm @ Fisher Media Center
Dec 18 Parkway - Winter Concert Snow Date @ 6:30pm
Dec 19 EHS - Ring & Sing @ 7pm
  Parkway - Holiday Store
Dec 20 Lore - Winter Vocal Concert @ 7pm
  Antheil - PTO Meeting @ 6:45pm
Dec 21 K-12 Early Dismissal – NO PM EDP 
  NO PM Integrated Preschool
Dec 24 -  SCHOOL CLOSED - Winter Break (Happy Holidays!) 
Jan 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Jan 2 Welcome Back - School Open

?Superintendent’s Office
609-538-9800 ext. 1102

Email: thullings@ewingboe.org
Website: www.ewing.k12.nj.us

For questions or information, please contact:

GoodNews is an official publication 
of The Ewing Public Schools

©2018 GoodNews

Design and Layout by 
Daniella Crescente

The Ewing Public Education Channel (FIOS31/Comcast 19) displays 
district and school information, concerts and awards presentations.

Instant Alert is an important communication tool for The Ewing Public 
Schools. A link is available on our website under Parent Information/School 
Closings. It is the responsibility of the parent/staff member to manage the 
profile for receiving alerts. Please update your profile.
If you are receiving alerts and are not a member of the Ewing Schools commu-
nity, please notify us (538-9800 X1102 or thullings@ewingboe.org). 

Virtual Backpacks, Calendars and Headlines pages on the website are 
where you will find up-to-the minute information on district-wide events, 
deadlines, fundraisers and interesting stories about our schools, students and 
staff. Ewing Recreation and other area events are posted in the VBP under 
Community Information.

Residency Investigation Hotline 538-9800 X8999
 Anonymous Tip Hotline 538-9800 X1199

Policies and Regulations: All current policies and regulations for The 
Ewing Public Schools are available on our website under the Board of 
Education/Board Policy/Regulation tab.

Emergency School Closings
We will communicate during emergencies via our official communication 

portals: the district website, Instant Alert, Channel 19/31. Twitter is not an 
official emergency communication tool.

Should there be a delayed opening, all students report to school 1 hour 
and 30 minutes later than normal. Do not drop your child off earlier as there 
will not be sufficient staff for supervision.

Delayed Opening Hours: Early Dismissal Hours:
Ewing High 9:15am Ewing High 12:15pm
Fisher Middle 9:55am Fisher Middle 12:55pm
Elementary 10:30am Elementary 1:40pm
O’Brien Academy 9:05am O’Brien Academy 11:55am

Trenton Music Makers bring Music Together’s Play 
Along to Ewing’s Preschoolers

Play Along is an exciting addition to Music To-
gether’s repertoire of age appropriate musical cur-
riculum brought to Ewing by the Trenton Music 
Makers, formerly the Trenton Community Music 
School. Play Along is a research-based program 
specially designed just for preschoolers. Play Along 
is teacher friendly and helps align music making 

activities to New Jersey Preschool Learning Standards. The Play Along 
program focuses on supporting early childhood development through the 
following areas: language and emergent literacy, social-emotional, math-
ematics, spatial-temporal reasoning, working memory, fine motor, gross 
motor and so much more!

Another focus of Play Along is to honor the way children learn by 
including resources and materials for their caregivers at home and at 
school. Each child receives a songbook for school use as well as a music 
CD and songbook for home use. The support offered by Music Together 
extends to their website where there are free music and activity downloads 
for teachers and parents.

Students’ rich and diverse musical experiences are heightened when Music 
Therapist Janet Campbell joins each class for a thirty minute music making 
session. After each session Ms. Campbell meets with teachers to discuss 
how best to support students. The partnership between Ms. Campbell and 
teachers is essential in providing students with the best opportunity to grow 
not only musically but to help develop important life skills.

In December preschool classes hold Family Music Parties. Family mem-
bers are invited into classrooms to experience a music session with their 
child. The atmosphere is warm and engaging as Ms. Campbell leads children 
and adults on a music making adventure. Ms. Ronnie Ragen, Early Child-
hood Program Director for Trenton Music Makers, attends to share the joys 
of Music Together with parents and to see the progress students have made.

Follow us on twitter:
www.twitter.com/TheEwingSchools 

Please visit our website daily for up-to-the 
minute information: www.ewing.k12.nj.us


